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REPORT. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  in 
the  County  Landward  and  Small  Burghs  at  the  middle  of  1949 
is  as  follows  : — 

(a)  County  Landward 

(b)  Small  Burghs — Annan  ... 

Sanquhar 
Lochmaben 
Lockerbie 
Moffat  . . . 

Langholm 


Total 


This  is  an  increase  of  862  as  compared  with  the  estimate 
for  1948. 

Marriages. 

Four  hundred  and  thirteen  marriages  were  registered 
during  the  year,  giving  a marriage  rate  of  6-8  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  population. 

Births. 


The  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  in  the  County  Landward 
and  in  the  Small  Burghs  during  1949  were  : — 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Illegitimate 

(a)  County  Landward 

...  811 

423 

388 

76 

(b)  Small  Burghs — - 
Annan 

...  77 

34 

43 

4 

Sanquhar 

...  37 

22 

15 

I 

Lochmaben  ... 

...  21 

8 

13 

2 

Lockerbie 

...  50 

24 

26 

5 

Moffat 

...  29 

13 

16 

3 

Langholm 

...  39 

19 

20 

2 

Total 

...1064 

543 

521 

93 

The  birth-rate  of  17 ‘6  is  l-8  lower  than  the  figure  recorded 
in  1948. 

Illegitimate  births  amounted  to  8-7  per  cent,  of  the  total. 


...  45,586 

4,559 
2,020 
1,156 
2,792 
2,062 
2,391 


...  60,566 


Deaths. 


The  number  of  deaths,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  732, 
of  which  370  were  of  men  and  362  of  women.  The  death-rate, 
adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  was  1 0 • 7 . The  rate  for 

Scotland  was  123. 


The  numbers,  causes  and  age-groups  of  death  are  shown 
in  the  following  table  : — 


Cause  of  Death 


Whooping-cough  ..."  ... 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . . . 
Syphilis 

Influenza  ...  

Other  infectious  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  tumours  ... 
Tumours  (non-malignant) 
Diabetes  mellitus 
Other  general  diseases 
Meningitis,  diseases  of  spinal 
cord 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  ... 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 
Heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

Gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer  . . . 

Diarrhoea 

Appendicitis 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Other  digestive  diseases 

Nephritis 

Other  diseases  of  genito-urinary 
system 

Other  diseases  of  liver 
Puerperal  causes  other  than 
puerperal  sepsis 
Diseases  of  the  skin  ... 
Congenital  debility,  prematu- 
rity and  congenital  mal- 
formation 
Old  age 
Suicide  ... 

Road  transport  accidents 
Other  violence 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 


Deaths  from  all  causes  ... 


A„ 

Ages 

-1 

1-  5-10-15- 

25-35-45- 

55-65- 75- 

85 

and  ] 
over 

3 

3 

. 16 

...  3 

4 4 2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

.1...  ...  ...  ...  2 

2 

... 

9 

1 

1 

95 

2 9 

19 

36  26 

3 j 

1 

1 

7 

...  1 ... 

1 4 

1 j 

14 

2 1 

2 

5 

2 2 

5 

2 

...  3 

111 

1 2 5 

1 1 

44  38 

10 

6 

1 

1 

1 1 ... 

9 

242 

...  1 ...  2 

...  7 11 

25 

95  73 

28 

32 

...  .1  ... 

2 

8 17 

4 | 

19 

1 

3 

7 4 

4 

23 

9 

...j...  1 

8 3 

2 i 

11 

1 

4 ... 

1 

3 ... 

2 1 

3 

9 

1 ... 

1 

...  1 

3 

1 

l 

1 ... 

...  I 

1 

...  1 

8 

1 1 ... 

3 3 

18 

... 

1 ... 

i ! 

3 

7 5 

1 1 

8 

1 

1 

1 4 

i 

1 



l 

1 

i 

1 

1 ... 

37 

37 

20 

...  | 1 ... 

4 7 

■» 

4 

2 ...  1 

1 

9 

1 ...  1 2 

l|...  2 

1 

i 

15 

1 

...11  1 

...  1 3 

1 

1 3 

2 

11 

1 

j — 

......  1 

3 

3 3 

... 

732 

54 

4 3 4 9 

13  24  42 

81 

231  199 

68  1 
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Infantile  Mortality. 


Of  the  732  deaths,  54  were  of  infants  aged  less  than  one 
year.  The  infant  mortality  rate  of  51  per  1000  live  births  is 
10  more  than  last  year.  The  causes  of  death  are  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 


Cause  of  Death. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Meningitis  ... 

Diseases  of  nervous  system 
Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  ... 

Other  respiratory  disease  ... 
Diarrhoea  ... 

Disease  of  genito-urinary  system 
Appendicitis 
Congenital  conditions 
Violence 

Causes  ill-defined  ... 


Number  of  Deaths. 


1949. 

3 

0 

1 

0 

9 

1 

0 

1 

0 

37 

1 

1 


1948. 

1 

1 

3 

1 

6 

0 

3 

0 

1 

29 

1 

1 


Total 


...  54 


47 


The  deaths  of  infants  can  be  further  classified  according 
to  age,  as  follows  : — 


Age. 

Less  than  24  hours  ... 
1 day — 1 month 


Number  of  Deaths. 

25  I Neo-natal  mortality 

9 | rate  is  32‘9. 


I — 12  months 


20 


Post-natal  mortality 
rate  is  18-9. 


The  infant  mortality  rate  of  51  compares  unfavourably 
with  the  Scottish  figure  of  41'4.  The  post-natal  mortality  rate, 
i which  is  comparable  with  the  corresponding  Scottish  figures, 
•shows  that  there  has  been  a continued  improvement  in  the  age 
period  1 — 12  months.  The  disappointing  feature  is  the  neo- 
natal mortality  rate  which  is  considerably  above  the  rate  of 
!23*2  for  Scotland.  The  causes  of  death  in  children  aged  under 


4 


one  month  are  largely  congenital  and  any  improvement  here 
will  depend  upon  continued  improvement  in  ante-natal  care 
and  upon  improved  midwifery  and  obstetrical  practice. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

During  1949,  one  mother  died  following  childbirth. 

Still-Births. 

Twenty-eight  babies  were  still-born.  This  gives  a rate 
of  26  per  1000  total  births  (including  still- births). 

Zymotic  Death-rate. 

There  were  five  deaths  from  the  principal  epidemic  diseases 
— equivalent  to  0'08  of  the  population. 

Cancer  Deaths. 

Ninety-five  persons  (40  males  and  55  females)  died  of  cancer 
— seven  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Tuberculosis  Deaths. 

During  the  year  17  persons  died  from  various  forms  of 
tuberculosis.  In  16  cases  the  disease  was  of  the  respiratory 
system  and  in  one  case  non-respiratory.  The  equivalent  death- 
rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  was  0'28  per  1000  of  the 
population — the  respiratory  and  non-respiratory  rates  being 
026  and  0‘ 02  respectively.  The  trend  of  the  tuberculosis 
death-rate  for  the  past  20  years  is  shown  in  the  graph  which 
follows. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-two  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  were  received  during  the  year  from  the  County  Landward 
and  Small  Burghs.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
notifications  received  of  the  various  diseases,  with  the  corres- 
ponding figures  for  the  previous  nine  years  for  comparison  : 
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Scarlet  Fever. — Notifications  of  87  cases  were  received 
during  the  year.  The  disease  was  of  a mild  type,  no  notable 
complications  were  observed,  and  there  were  no  deaths.  Except 
in  one  instance,  all  patients  were  treated  in  hospital.  Seven 
of  the  cases  were  involved  in  an  outbreak  at  Springbells,  Annan,  j 

Diphtheria.— Only  one  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  during 
the  year.  The  patient,  who  had  not  been  inoculated  again-t 
the  disease,  made  an  uneventful  recovery. 

Para-Typhoid  Fever. — One  case  of  para-typhoid  fever  was 
notified  from  Gretna  during  the  last  few  days  of  the  year.  Careful 
investigation  failed  to  reveal  the  source  of  infection  and  subse- 
quently, apart  from  a secondary  case  in  the  patient’s  home,  no 
other  persons  developed  the  disease.  Both  patients  made  a 
good  recovery  after  lengthy  periods  in  hospital. 


Poliomyelitis. — Cases 
three  parts  of  the  county 


Sex 

Female... 

Female... 

Male 

Female... 


Age  Residence 
6 Eaglesfield.. 
Eaglesfield . . 
Eaglesfield.. 


4 

2 

24 


Eaglesfield.. 


of  infantile  paralysis  occurred  in 
during  the  year  as  follows  : — 

Onset  of  Type  of 
Disease  Disease 
. 10/7/49  Paralytic 
. 15/7/49  Paralytic 


Male  ...  22  Lockerbie  ... 

Male  ...  11  Durisdeer  ... 

Male  ...  10  Durisdeer  ... 


17/7/49  Paralytic 
1 7 /8/49  Severe 

paralysis. 
2/8/49  Abortive 
17/10/49  Polio- 
encephalitis. 
19/10/49  Abortive 


Result 

Recovered. 

Recovered. 

Recovered. 

Residual 

paralysis. 

Recovered. 

Died. 

Recovered. 


Food-poisoning. — No  cases  of  illness  due  to  organisms  of  the 
food-poisoning  group  were  intimated  during  the  year. 


Tuberculosis. — The  number  of  primary  notifications  oi 
persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  in  any  form  was  75.  Of 
these,  69  were  confirmed  after  investigation  to  be  suffering  from 
the  disease.  This  represents  a rate  of  P25  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  population.  The  trend  of  the  tuberculosis  notification  0 
rate  for  the  past  20  years  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  graph.  J 
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The  notifications  are  divided  according  to  sex  and  the 
form  of  the  lesion,  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — Male  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Female  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis — Male  ...  ...  7 

Female  ...  ...  4 

Total  11 

Tuberculosis — All  Forms — Male  ...  ...  ...  32 

Female  ...  ...  ...  37 

Total  69 

Roll  of  Tuberculous  Patients. 

Including  patients  receiving  Sanatorium  treatment,  there 
were  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year  267  persons,  resident  in 
the  County,  known  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  The 
following  table  shows  the  classification  of  these  patients  according 
to  age  and  the  localisation  of  the  disease  : 
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Number  of  Cases  in  Age  Groups. 


Pulmonary. 

Under 

1 

| 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-4545-65 

Over 

65 

Total 

Sputum  positive 

M. 

... 

i 

1 

4 

11 

9 

8 

2 

34 

F. 

... 

7 

20 

7 

3 

1 

38 

Sputum  negative 

M. 

1 

5 

2 

13 

18 

10 

8 

3 

60 

F. 

... 

4 

8 

16 

13 

6 

9 

2 

58 

Sputum  not 
examined 

M. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

O 

8 

F. 

... 

1 

i 

2 

1 

2 

2 

9 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Abdominal 

M. 

1 

4 

... 

... 

... 

5 

F. 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

... 

8 

Spine 

M. 

... 

... 

2 

3 

5 

F. 

... 

... 

1 

3 

2 

1 

... 

7 

Bones  and  joints 

M. 

3 

... 

1 

2 

2 

1 

9 

F. 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Superficial  glands 

M. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

6 

F. 

1 

3 

i 

2 

1 

1 

. . . 

... 

9 

Lupus 
■ 

M.  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

F. 

... 

... 



■"  f 

1 

... 

1 

'Other  organs 

M. 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

2 

F.  ... 

... 

i 

i 

... 

... 

...  ! 

...  I 

2 

Total 

6 

26 

18 

55 

76 

39 

35 

12 

267 

While  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  a fall  both  in  the 
mortality  rate  and  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis,  there  is  no 
reason  for  complacency.  The  intensive  search  for  cases  amongst 
the  contacts  of  proven  cases  of  the  disease  continues  to  account 
for  many  notifications  of  tuberculosis,  but  despite  this  fact  the 
favourable  trends  of  the  disease  noted  in  the  inter-war  period 
have  not  been  resumed.  The  problem  is  a complex  one,  but 
inadequate  facilities  for  isolating  infectious  cases  either  at  home 
°r  in  sanatoria  is  one  of  the  important  factors. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  venereal  diseases  clinic  was  transferred  during  the  year 
from  the  County  Buildings  to  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal 
Infirmary. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1947. 

Part  III. 

1.  General. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  informal  discussion  between  the 
officials  have  achieved  a fair  measure  of  co-ordination  -within 
the  Health  Service  locally.  No  advisory  co-ordinating  committee 
as  envisaged  in  Section  30  of  the  Act  has,  so  far,  been  formed. 

2.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children'. 

The  Council’s  duties  under  Section  22  of  the  Act  continue 
to  be  carried  out  by  the  district  nursing  sisters  and  health 
visitors  who  give  assistance  and  advice,  mainly  in  the  homes. 
Steps  were  taken  during  the  year,  however,  to  implement  the 
Council’s  proposals  under  this  Section  by  extending  the  clinic 
facilities  in  the  area. 

(a)  Ante-Natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics. 

Arrangements  were  completed  to  begin  ante-natal  and  post- 
natal clinics  at  Annan  and  Langholm  early  in  1950  and,  later 
in  the  year,  at  Kirkconnel. 

As  in  previous  years,  ante-natal  care  of  women  who  elect 
to  be  confined  at  Cress  well  Maternity  Hospital  was  given  at  the 
out-patient  department  of  that  hospital  while  domiciliary  cases 
continued  to  receive  ante-natal  supervision  at  home  by  general 
practitioners  and  health  visitor/district  nursing  sisters. 

The  clinics  will  serve  the  needs  of  both  hospital  and  domiciliary 
cases  and  should  prove  of  the  greatest  convenience  to  women 
in  outlying  areas. 

(b)  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  four  centres  were  in  operation  as 
follows  : 
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Clinic 

Addres  s 

Sessions 

Person 
in  charge 

No.  of  attend- 
ances at  Centre 

Annan 

Town  Hall 

Weekly 

Health 

Visitor 

648 

Langholm 

Thomas  Hope 
Hospital 

Weekly 

District 

Nursing 

Sister 

637 

Kirkconnel 

St.  Conal’s 
Parish  Church 
Hall 

Weekly 

District 

Nursing 

Sister 

961 

Sanquhar 

Memorial 

Institute 

Fortnightly 

District 

Nursing 

Sister 

787 

Each  centre  is  visited  monthly  by  a member  of  the  medical 
staff  to  carry  out  vaccination  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
and  to  advise  on  cases  presented  by  the  sister  ha  charge. 


The  distribution  of  welfare  foods  under  the  Ministry  of 
Food  Scheme  has  continued  from  the  offices  of  the  local  govern- 
ment officers  and  from  the  child  welfare  centres  at  Annan  and 
Langholm. 

Maternity  outfits  were  issued  free  of  charge  to  expectant 
mothers  who  had  arranged  to  be  confined  at  home. 

Springbells.— By  far  the  greatest  number  of  children  now 
in  residence  at  Springbells  are  deprived  children  in  the  care  of 
the  local  authority.  Although  the  Home  is  officially  a part  of 
the  maternity  and  child  welfare  service,  it  was  considered  that, 
with  the  formation  of  the  Children’s  Committee,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Home  should  properly  be  a function  of  that  Committee. 

The  work  begun  in  1948  to  convert  the  babies’  ward  into 
a dormitory  for  older  girls  was  completed  early  in  1949. 

The  staffing  position  has  been  most  difficult  during  the  year 
and,  but  for  the  willing  service  o'  those  employed,  either  the 
number  of  children  in  residence  would  require  to  have  been 
restricted  or  the  standard  of  care  lowered. 

The  following  table  shows  the  admissions  and  discharges 
during  the  year  : 
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Children 

In  residence 
1/1/49 

Admitted 

j 

Discharged 

In  residence 
31/12/49 

Under 

school-age 

16 

7 

8 

15 

School 

Children 

13 

11 

6 

18 

Over 

school-age 

. . . 

1 

1 

Total 

29 

19 

14 

34 

The  average  number  of  children  in  daily  residence  was  33. 


3.  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

The  arrangements  for  domiciliar}3 * * * 7  midwifery  were  similar 
to  those  of  the  previous  year  and  were  altogether  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  a statistical  record  of  the  work  carried  out 
under  Section  23  of  the  Act  : — 

(a)  Total  number  of  births  (including  still-births)  occurring 

in  the  area  during  the  year — before  correction  for 
mother’s  residence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  505 

(b)  Total  number  of  births  in  (a)  occurring  in  institutions  and 

private  maternity  homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

(c)  Total  number  of  births  in  (a)  occurring  at  home  ...  403 

(d)  Number  of  births  in  (c)  classified  to  show  nature  of 
attendance  at  birth  : 


Cases  dealt  with  under  Section 

23(2)  of  the  National  Health  Other  domiciliary  cases 

Service  Act 
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(e)  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned 
under  Midwives’  (Scotland)  Act,  1915,  by  a midwife  ...  Nil. 

(f)  Administration  of  analgesics  : — 

(i)  Number  of  midwives  trained  to  administer  gas 

and  air  analgesia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

(ii)  Number  of  mid  wives  who  received  their  training 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(iii)  Number  of  sets  of  apparatus  in  use  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(iv)  Number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  analgesia 

was  employed  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  63 

(v)  Number  of  cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

I am  indebted  to  Dr  J.  Bruce  Dewar  for  the  following 
information  about  mothers  resident  in  the  County  who  attended 
Cresswell  Maternity  Hospital  during  1949  : — 

A.  Out-patients. 

1.  Number  of  mothers  who  attended  for  ante-natal 


examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  524 

2.  Number  of  attendances  made  b}7  these  mothers  ...  1039 

3.  Number  of  mothers  who  attended  for  post-natal 


examination 

• • • 

288 

4.  Number  of  attendances  made  by  these  mothers  ...  288 

In-patients. 

1.  Number  of  admissions 

683 

2.  Number  of  deliveries  ... 

...  ...  676 

3.  Number  of  live  children 

...  655 

4.  Number  of  still- births  ... 

21 

5.  Number  of  neo-natal  deaths  ... 

10 

6.  Maternal  mortality 

Nil. 

4.  Health  Visiting. 

The  arrangements  for  health  visiting  continued,  for  the 
most  part,  unchanged.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  one  health 
visitor  was  assigned  whole-time  duty  as  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitor. 
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It  has  not  been  possible  to  recruit  health  visitors  for  either 
the  Kirkconnel  or  Gretna  areas.  It  is  most  desirable  that  there 
should  be  health  visiting  staff  in  these  growing  areas  and  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  secure  the  services  of  health  visitors. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  health  visiting  during  the 
year  : — 


Expectant  mothers 

Total  visited 
for  first  time 

484 

Total 

visits 

2,283 

Infants 

...  1,162 

11,676 

Children  (1-5  j^ears) 

427 

12,335 

Tuberculosis  cases  ... 

80 

1,147 

Other  cases  (including  school 
children) 

...  1,044 

2,749 

Total  visits  paid — 30,390. 

5.  Home  Nursing. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  twenty-three  district  nursing  sisters 
were  employed  by  the  Council.  These,  along  with  the  district 
nursing  sister  residing  at  Leadhills  who,  by  arrangement  with 
Lanarkshire  County  Council  undertakes  combined  duties  in 
\\  anlockhead,  are  sufficient  to  provide  a home  nursing  service 
that  is  wholly  efficient. 

The  following  is  a statistical  record  of  the  home  nursing 
; service  : — 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  the  district  nursing 

sisters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,877 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  ...  ...  42,201 

6.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

\ accination  against  Smallpox.  The  following  figures  relate 
to  vaccinations  performed  during  the  year  : 


16 


Complica- 
tions at 
vaccina- 
tions 

cc  •-*  : : 

rf 

No 

local 

reaction 

o co  «—•  cc 

t> 

Number  of  persons 
re-vaccinated  during  period 

Reaction 

greatest 

at 

2nd-3rd  day 

o 

5 

Accelerated 
(vaccinoid) 
reaction 
5th-7th  day 

r— < l Tt* 

- 

Typical 
vaccinia 
greatest 
at  7 th — 
10th  day 

i>  c ^ 

5 

lumber  of  persons  primarily 
vaccinated  during  period — 

No 

local 

reaction 

38 

10 

57 

Reaction 

greatest 

at 

2nd- 3rd  day 

- : : : 

- 

Accelerated 
(vaccinoid) 
reaction 
5th-7th  day 

in  ^ : 

ec 

Typical 
vaccinia 
greatest 
at  7 th — 
10th  day 

254 

103 

4 

361 

Date  of 
birth 
of 

persons 

1949  ...  i 

1948  ... 

1947-1935 
1934  or 
earlier  . . . 

Totals  ... 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  record  of  work  done  in  diphtheria  immunisation  is  as 
follows  : — 

Number  of  pre-school  children  inoculated  ...  ...  1,161 

Number  of  school  children  inoculated  ...  ...  94 

Number  of  maintenance  doses  given  ...  ...  ...  955 

The  facilities  offered  at  the  child  welfare  centres  are  being 
used  to  an  increasing  degree  for  vaccination  and  immunisation. 

Vaccination  against  Whooping  Cough. 

At  the  present  time  no  vaccine  has  been  accepted  by  the 
profession  generally  as  a reliable  protection  against  whooping 
cough.  Inoculation  is,  therefore,  not  encouraged  and  the 
practice  of  using  combined  inoculation  against  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  is  frankly  discouraged. 

7.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care. 
Tuberculosis. 

No  wholly  satisfactory  solution  has  yet  been  found  to  the 
problem  of  divided  responsibility  in  the  tuberculosis  service. 
The  local  health  authority  is  responsible  for  measures  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  infection,  the  care  of  sufferers  and  the  after-care 
of  those  who  have  suffered  from  tuberculosis  while  all  clinical 
duties  are  carried  out  by  the  hospital  organisation  and  by  the 
general  practitioner  service.  In  an  effort  to  form  a better  liaison 
between  those  concerned  in  this  most  urgent  problem,  one  of 
the  health  visitors  was  assigned  to  full-time  duty  as  tuberculosis 
health  visitor.  The  experiment  has  been  fully  justified  but  the 
essential  weakness  of  divided  control  remains. 

The  housing  authorities  in  the  area  continue  to  give 
sympathetic  consideration  to  applications  made  by,  or  on  behalf 
of,  those  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
65  families,  one  or  more  of  whose  members  suffered  from 
Tuberculosis,  occupied  council  houses  in  the  landward  area  and 
the  small  burghs. 

Thirteen  shelter  huts  were  being  used  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Nursing  requisites,  bedding  and  rubber  mattresses  were 
provided  for  these  patients  being  nursed  at  home. 


A grant  of  two  pints  of  milk  daily  was  made  to  all  patients 
residing  at  home  who  were  certified  by  the  Area  Supervising 
Tuberculosis  Physician  as  requiring  it.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
52  persons  were  benefitting  from  this  scheme. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  the  health  visitors  continued  with 
considerable  success  to  persuade  defaulting  patients  to  resume 
treatment. 


Orthopedics. 

The  care  and  after-care  of  children  suffering  from  orthopaedic 
conditions  is  undertaken  by  the  school  medical  officers  as  part 
of  the  school  health  service  and  by  the  Council's  district  nursing 
sisters  and  health  visitors. 


8.  Mental  Health  Services. 

Since  the  passing  of  the  National  Health  Service  Ac-t,  local 
authorities  have  been  relieved  of  the  duty  of  maintaining  former 
rate-aided  patients  in  mental  hospitals  and  institutions  for 
mental  defectives.  The  great  majority  of  patients  are  now 
admitted  to  mental  hospitals  at  the  instance  of  their  relatives, 
or  obtain  treatment  as  voluntary  patients,  and  much  of  the 
former  certification  procedure  by  public  assistance  officers  has 
disappeared.  There  remain,  however,  a variety  of  administrative 
environmental  services  which  are  of  considerable  importance. 

Four  of  the  local  government  officers,  centred  at  Dumfries, 
Annan,  Lockerbie  and  Thornhill,  are  appointed  “ authorised 
officers”  to  secure  in  certain  cases  the  committal  to  hospital 
of  persons  of  unsound  mind  and  to  carry  out  the  various  duties 
detailed  in  the  council’s  proposals  under  this  part  of  the  Act. 


During  the  year,  seven  persons  were  committed  to  mental 
hospitals  at  the  instance  of  the  authorised  officers.  There  is 
one  boarded-out  lunatic  in  the  area  who  is  supervised  by  officers 
of  the  council  as  agents  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


Four  mental  defectives  are  boarded-out  in  private  dwellings, 
and  four  have  been  placed  under  guardianship  in  private  homes 
outwith  Dumfriesshire.  Twenty-two  mental  defectives  whose 
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ordinary  residence  is  in  Dumfriesshire  are  presently  cared  for 
in  certified  institutions.  The  acute  shortage  of  institutional 
accommodation  for  mental  defectives,  especially  those  of  the 
lower  grades,  still  remains  a serious  problem  to  those  engaged 
in  this  sphere  of  mental  welfare. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Boards  are  responsible  for  providing 
such  accommodation  and  are  faced  with  the  difficulties  of  erecting 
new  buildings  and  recruiting  suitable  staff.  The  need  for 
increased  accommodation  is  a pressing  one  and,  until  such  is 
provided,  the  admission  of  a number  of  mental  defectives  from 
this  county  who  urgently  require  institutional  care  and  treat- 
ment must  remain  more  or  less  at  a standstill. 

Social  Welfare. 

Residential  Accommodation. 

The  first  full  year  following  the  coming  into  operation  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  has  not  shown  the  increase 
which  might  have  been  anticipated  in  the  number  of  persons 
availing  themselves  of  Part  III.  accommodation  in  residential 
establishments.  The  local  authority  maintain  two  establish- 
ments, i.e.  at  Rowantree  House,  Thornhill,  and  Notwen  House, 
Kirkpatrick-Fleming.  Both  these  establishments  have  been 
able  to  cope  with  the  numbers  seeking  admission.  A part  of 
Rowantree  House  is  used  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  to 
give  accommodation  for  the  chronic  sick. 

The  following  table  shows  particulars  of  persons  afforded 
Part  III.  accommodation  during  the  year  : — 


Rowantree  ] 

douse 

Notwen  House 

M. 

F. 

I)ep. 

children 

M. 

F. 

Dep. 

children 

Number  of  residents  at  1/1/49  ... 
Number  of  admissions  during 

16 

12 

. li 

2 

4 

... 

the  year 

Number  of  discharges  during  the 

23 

15 

4 

4 

3 

9 

year 

24 

16 

14 

2 

2 

7 

Number  of  residents  at  31/12/49 

15 

11 

1 

4 

5 

2 

Blind  Persons. 

The  local  authority  supervises  all  registered  blind  persons 
in  the  County  in  conjunction  with  the  Outdoor  Mission  to  the 
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Blind.  Nine  new  cases  of  blindness  were  certified  during  the 
year.  The  total  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register  at  tie- 
end  of  the  year  was  87,  comprising  47  males  and  40  female-. 
The  various  categories  of  these  cases  are  as  follows 

At  School  in  a Blind  Institution  3 

Employed  in  Workshops  - 

Undergoing  Industrial  Training 

Employed  under  “ Home  Workers’  Scheme  ...  ' 

Unemployable  ... 


Total  ... 


87 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


Report  for  the  Year  ending  31st  July,  1949. 


1.  List  of  Staff. 

See  beginning  of  this  Report. 


2.  General  Statistics. 

Population  of  the  County  and  Small  Burghs  ...  ...  59,704 

Population  of  the  Burgh  of  Dumfries  ...  ...  ...  27,000 

Number  of  Schools — 


under  education  authority 


(a)  Primary 

(b)  Secondary 

(c)  (i)  Special  schools 

(ii)  Special  classes  in  ordinary  schools 

(d)  In  receipt  of  grant  from  education  authority 
and  under  medical  inspection  ... 

Number  of  children  on  the  registers 
Number  of  children  in  average  attendance 


89 

0 

3 

90 
12,449 
11,979 


3.  Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools. 

A detailed  survey  of  all  schools  was  made  by  the  school 
medical  officers  during  the  early  part  of  1948,  and  the  results 
are  shown  in  the  report  for  last  year.  During  the  current  year 
many  schools  have  been  redecorated,  in  part  or  in  whole,  and 
outside  painting  has  been  carried  out  as  required. 

The  playgrounds  of  twenty-seven  schools  have  been 
completely  or  partially  surfaced  with  tarmacadam,  which  is 
proving  an  immense  boon,  and  may  have  far-reaching  effects 
in  the  sphere  of  health  and  cleanliness,  as  well  as  giving  more 
adequate  facilities  for  physical  instruction  and  play. 


4.  Organisation  and  Administration. 

There  has  been  no  change  during  the  year  in  the  organisa- 
tion of  the  work  performed  by  the  School  Medical  Officers. 
Since  the  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the 
procedure  for  referring  children  to  the  family  doctor  has  been 
the  same  as  in  previous  years  ; those  requiring  specialist  advice 
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or  treatment  are  now  referred  to  the  Hospital  Authority 
concerned  and  not  direct  to  the  specialist  for  private  consulta- 
tion. Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  having  children 
examined  by  the  consultant  ophthalmologist  owing  to  shortage 
of  his  staff,  and  most  of  this  work  has  meantime  been  carried 
out  by  the  school  medical  officers.  Spectacles  have  been  provided 
through  this  department  as  in  previous  years,  and  this  has  enabled 
the  children  to  receive  their  glasses  without  a long  period  of 
waiting. 

An  additional  health  visitor  has  been  appointed  who 
performs  school  inspection  and  child  welfare  work  in  the  Annan 
area.  The  district  nurses,  now  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Council,  carry  out  school  duties  as  previously. 


The  number  of  parents 

present  at  routine 

examinations 

is  as  follows  : — 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Entrants 

...  65’93% 

6696% 

2nd  Age  Group 

8-32% 

1045% 

3rd  Age  Group 

0-42% 

0-42% 

4th  Age  Group 

Other  Systematic 

6-25% 

11-32% 

5.  The  Findings  at  Medical  Inspection. 


Number  Examined. — The  numbers  of  children  examined  are 
set  out  in  Table  1.  The  total  number  of  children  in  the  age 
groups  laid  down  by  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  who 
received  a complete  systematic  examination  was  3547.  this  being 
a decrease  of  302  on  the  previous  session.  The  total  of  “ other 
examinations,”  however,  shows  a substantial  increase  this  year, 
being  5236  as  compared  with  3838. 


Clothing . — Number  unsatisfactory — 
Boys 

Girls  

Footgear. — Number  unsatisfactory — 
Boys 

Girls  


0 

0 

1 0 05% 

1 005% 


It  is  seen  that  the  state  of  clothing  and  footgear  of  children 
presented  for  examination  is  good.  Many  parents,  of  course. 
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make  a special  effort  to  have  their  children  suitably  clad  and 
shod  for  the  visit  of  the  school  doctor. 

Cleanliness. 


(a)  Head  (Pediculosis) — 


Boys 

...  ...  ... 

64 

3-61% 

Girls  ... 

• • . ... 

181 

10-49% 

(b)  Body  (Dirty) — - 

Boys  ... 

. . . ...  ... 

4 

0-22% 

Girls  ... 



2 

011% 

A substantial  improvement  was  observed 

in  the 

proportion 

of  girls’  heads  infested  with  nits  and  vermin. 

This  has  decreased 

from  16‘40%  to  10  49%. 

All  age  groups  shared  in  the  fall. 

As  infestation  with  head 

lice  and  their  eggs 

is  an 

index  of 

general  cleanliness  and  personal  hygiene,  the  improvement  is 

gratifying.  Much  hard 

work  on  the  part 

of  health  visitors 

and  district  nurses  is  thus  being  rewarded. 

Skin  Conditions. 

(a)  Head — 

Ringworm 

...  Boys 

0 

Girls 

0 

Impetigo 

...  Boj^s 

8 

0-44% 

Girls 

4 

0-23% 

Other  diseases 

...  Boys 

27 

1-48% 

Girls 

18 

P03% 

(b)  Body — 

Ringworm 

...  Boys 

0 

... 

Girls 

1 

0-05% 

Impetigo 

...  Boys 

2 

o-ii% 

Girls 

0 

Scabies 

...  Boys 

6 

0-33% 

Girls 

6 

0-34% 

Other  diseases 

...  Boys 

53 

2-91% 

Girls 

36 

2-08% 

These  figures  do  not 

vary  much  from  last  year 

, with  the 

exception  of  scabies,  and  call  for  little  comment.  Scabies  was 
more  than  twice  as  prevalent  in  the  previous  session,  0'70% 
boys  and  082%  girls  being  affected. 


24 


Nutrition. 

Slightly  Defective 

Bad 


Boys  265  14*55% 

Girls  239  13*28% 

Boys  0 

Girls  2 0*11% 


The  chnical  assessment  of  nutritional  state  is  a notoriously 
difficult  procedure,  and  one  observer  is  almost  hound  to  differ 
from  the  next  at  times.  Bearing  this  in  mind,  it  Is  observed 
that  the  percentage  of  boys  considered  to  have  slightly  defective 
nutrition  has  decreased  from  20*85%  to  14*55%.  The  corres- 
ponding figures  for  girls  are  16*68%  and  13*28%.  The  average 
heights  and  weights  also  suggest  a rising  nutritional  standard. 


Mouth  and  Teeth. 

Unhealthy  ...  ...  ...  Boys  190  10*43 % 

Girls  165  9*57% 

There  is  a shght  improvement  from  last  year,  this  being 
more  marked  in  the  case  of  the  boys.  The  medical  officers, 
of  course,  only  report  conditions  of  the  mouth  and  teeth  which 
obviously  require  treatment.  Detailed  dental  inspection  lies 
within  the  province  of  the  dental  staff. 

Naso-pharynx. 

(a)  Nose — 

(i)  Obstruction  requiring  observation — 


Boys 

44 

2*42% 

Girls 

29 

1*68% 

(ii)  Obstruction  requiring  operation- 

Boys 

11 

0*6% 

Girls 

19 

110% 

(iii)  Other  conditions  ...  Boys 

50 

2*75% 

Girls 

24 

1*39% 

(b)  Throat — 

(i)  Tonsils  requiring  observation — 

Boys 

200 

10*98% 

Girls 

222 

12*87% 

(ii)  Tonsils  requiring  operation — 

Boys 

55 

3*02% 

Girls 

50 

2*90% 
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(c)  Glands — 


(i)  Requiring  observation 

...  Boys 

57 

3-13% 

Girls 

45 

2-61% 

(ii)  Requiring  operation 

. . . Boys 

0 

Girls 

0 

The  above  groiqj  of  conditions  do  not 

appear 

to  have 

-changed  much  in  their  incidence 

since  last 

year. 

The  only 

point  to  be  made  is  that  there  were  no  cases 

of  glands 

i requiring 

operation.  6 boys  (0'30%)  and  2 

girls  (O'  1 1 

%)  required  opera- 

tive  treatment  last  year. 

Eyes. 

(a)  External  Diseases — 

Blepharitis 

...  Boys 

15 

0-82% 

Girls 

9 

0-52% 

Conjunctivitis 

...  Boys 

1 

0-05% 

Girls 

1 

0-06% 

Corneal  Opacities 

...  Boys 

0 

Girls 

1 

0-06% 

Strabismus 

. . . Boys 

16 

0-88% 

Girls 

23 

133% 

Other  diseases 

. ..  Boys 

4 

0-22% 

Gills 

1 

0-06% 

Except  for  blepharitis  in  boys, 

the  inflammatory 

conditions 

show  a decrease.  There  is  also  a decrease  in  strabismus  affecting 
both  sexes.  Last  year  the  percentages  for  boys  and  girls 
respectively  were  129  and  T69.  Two  years  ago  the  corres- 
ponding figures  were  0 91  and  109,  which  resemble  more  closely 
this  year’s  experience. 


(b)  Visual  Acuity — 

Total  number  of  children  examined — 


Boys 

1662 

Girls 

1631 

Vision  Fair 

...  Boys 

639 

Girls 

685 

Vision  Bad 

...  Boys 

87 

Girls 

88 

38 '45% 
41-99% 
5-23% 
539% 


Compared  with  last  year  the  percentage  of  children  with 
fair  and  bad  vision  has  increased.  The  change  affects  both 
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sexes  but  is  more  marked  in  the  girls  in  whom  the  previous 
percentage  of  fair  vision  was  34  23.  It  follows  that  the  percentage 
of  pupils  with  “ good  ” vision  has  decreased. 

Ears. 

(a)  Disease — 


Otorrhoea 

...  Boys 

r- 

/ 

038%  1 

Girls 

10 

0-o8%| 

Other  diseases 

...  Boys 

6 

0-33%J 

Girls 

14 

0-81%; 

(b)  Defective  Hearing — 

Total  number  of  children  examined  for  hearing. 

Boys 

1662 

Girls 

1631 

Defective  Hearing — 

Grade  I. 

...  Boys 

8 

0-44%| 

Girls 

17 

1-04%| 

Grade  II. a 

...  Boys 

1 

005  %| 

Girls 

3 

018°, 

Grade  II. b 

...  Boys 

0 

Girls 

0 

Grade  III 

...  Boys 

0 

Girls 

0 

Children  whose  homes  are 

in  the  county  and 

who  suffer 

from  severe  deafness  (Grades 

II. (b)  and 

III.)  are  mostljfl 

inmates  of  residential  schools  for  the  deaf  situated 

outside  the 

county,  and  so  do  not  appear  for  systematic  medical  examination 

in  their  age  groups. 

Speech. 

Defective  Articulation 

...  Boys 

10 

0-54% 

Girls 

4 

0-23% 

Stammering  ... 

...  Boys 

O 

Li 

o-n% 

Girls 

0 

As  is  usual,  defects  of  speech  are  found  to  be 

commoner 

in  boys  and  to  be  more  prevalent  in  the  younger  age  groups,  j 

Mental  and  Nervous  Condition. 

It  is  not  possible  to  estimate  a pupil’s  mental  stability  or 
ability  in  the  short  time  devoted  to  his  physical  examination. 


27 


The  percentages  in  Table  IV.  are  therefore  not  quoted  here  as 
they  are  certainly  underestimates. 

Ascertainment  of  mental  defect  is  carried  out  at  special 
visits,  usually  at  the  request  of  the  head  teacher.  The  number 
of  mental  tests  performed  during  the  year  was  45. 

The  number  of  children  attending  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic 
was  84  and  the  number  of  attendances  was  1059. 

Circulatory  System. 

(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease — 


(i)  Congenital 

...  Boys 

4 

0-22% 

Girls 

5 

0-29% 

(ii)  Acquired  ... 

...  Boys 

5 

0-27% 

Girls 

15 

0-87% 

(b)  Functional  Conditions 

...  Boys 

81 

4-45% 

Girls 

90 

5-22% 

Fortunately  the  number 

of  children 

with 

organic  heart 

disease  is  not  very  great.  The  percentage  of  boys  found  to 
have  acquired  organic  disease  during  the  last  four  sessions 
has  been  1'2%,  0.4%,  0-4%,  0-27%.  The  corresponding 
figures  for  girls  have  been  0\3%,  0'2%,  0‘5%,  0’87%. 

Functional  cardiac  disorders  have  been  encountered  more 
frequently  this  year,  the  percentage  having  risen  from  3’08  in 
boys  to  445%,  and  in  girls  from  3‘32%  to  5‘22%. 

Lungs. 


Chronic  Bronchitis  ... 

Boys 

4 

0-22% 

Girls 

1 

0-06% 

Suspected  Tuberculosis 

Boys 

3 

0-16% 

Girls 

2 

o-ii% 

Other  diseases 

Boys 

75 

4-12% 

Girls 

44 

2-55% 

: figure  for  “ other  diseases 

of  the 

lungs  ” 

(mainly 

bronchial  catarrh)  remains  about  the  same  high  level  as  last 
year. 


28 


Deformities. 


Congenital 

...  Boys 

16 

0*88% 

Girls 

1 

0*06% 

Acquired — 

(Infantile  Paralysis) 

...  Boys 
Girls 

2 

0 

o*ny0 

Acquired — 

(Rickets) 

...  Bojrs 

12 

0*66  % 

Girls 

9 

0*52% 

Acquired — 

(other  causes  including 

postural  defects) 

...  Boys 

40 

2*18% 

Girls 

46 

2*66% 

These  figures  do  not  vary 

appreciably 

from 

those  of  last 

year.  3*83%  of  boys  and  3*24%  of  girls  had  a 
some  kind  at  routrne  examination. 

deformity  of 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Boys 

4 

0*22% 

Girls 

2 

0*11% 

The  maladies  discovered  were  the  usual  infectious  disorders 
of  childhood  such  as  mumps  and  whooping  cough.  The 
scholars  so  affected  were  excluded  from  school. 


Other  Diseases  or  Defects. 

Boys  43  236% 

Girls  33  1 91% 

General  Statement  of  Defects. 

This  is  found  in  Table  III.  It  will  be  seen  that  4713% 
of  children  were  free  of  all  defects.  Iu  a further  7 22  0, 
dental  conditions  and/or  unsatisfactory  vision  in  one  eye  were 
the  only  defects  found.  A further  13  26%  had  temporary 
ailments  from  which  complete  recovery  was  expected  in  a few 
weeks. 

The  percentage  of  children  who  were  free  of  all  defects 
rose  from  43*96%  in  the  entrants  to  60*61%  in  the  sixteen-year- 
olds. 
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Average  Heights  and  Weights. 

The  weighing  and  measuring  of  school  children  at  routine 
medical  inspection  was  resumed  this  session  after  an  interval 
of  several  years.  At  some  schools  the  equipment  was  not  in 
good  order  and  could  not  be  repaired  in  time  so  that  the  returns 
are  incomplete.  The  averages  are  given  in  Table  V.  The  last 
year  for  which  records  are  available  is  the  school  session  ending 
July,  1938.  An  increase  of  height  and  weight  has  been  recorded 
in  every  age  group  in  both  sexes. 

Table  1. 

B.  Statistical  Tables. 

Total  number  of  children  examined  at  : — 

A.  Systematic  Examinations — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Entrants 

722 

666 

1388 

2nd  Age  Group 

566 

507 

1073 

3rd  Age  Group 

478 

476 

954 

4th  Age  Group 

57 

75 

132 

Total 

1823 

1724 

3547 

(2)  Other  Systematic  Examinations — 

(i.e.  children  missed  at  age  group  but  subsequently 
examined  systematically) 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 
96  98  194 


B.  Other  Examinations — 

(1)  Special  cases  seen  at  routine  visits  ... 
Special  cases  seen  at  special  visits  ... 


538 

279 


817 


(2)  Re-inspections  by  Medical  Officers — 

(a)  Dumfries  County  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4051 

(b)  Dumfries  Burgh  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1185 


5236 


(Defects  3995  ; Uncleanliness  1241). 

Number  of  special  visits  by  Medical  Officers  ...  175 
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The  number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic 
examinations  who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring 
treatment : — 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  H8 

2nd  Age  Group  ... 

3rd  Age  Group  ... 

4th  Age  Group 

Other  systematic  examinations  ...  ...  ..-  • ••  15 


321 

Total  number  notified  for  uncleanliness  178 
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Table  II. — Systematic 


Return  op  Number  and  Percentage  op  Individual 


Total 
examined 
at  all  ages 

Entrants. 

Nature  of  Defect. 

Boys 

722 

Girls 

666 

3547 

No. 

Of 

fO 

Xo. 

Of 

/o 

1.  clothing  Unsatisfactory 

... 

... 

... 

...  1 

2.  Footgear  Unsatisfactory 

... 

3.  Uncleanliness. 

(a)  Head — Dirt  

Pediculosis  

... 

20 

3.6 

74 

11.11 

(b)  Body— Dirt  

1 

0.14 

... 

...  1 

Pediculosis  

... 

... 

4.  Skin. 

(a)  Head— Ringworm  

# 

... 

Impetigo  

5 

0.69 

3 

0.45 

Other  Diseases 

5 

0.69 

3 

0.45 

(b)  Body— Ringworm  

... 

... 

1 

0.15 

Impetigo  

... 

1 

0.14 

... 

0.15 

Scabies 

1 

0.14 

1 

Other  Diseases 

' — 

20 

2.77 

13 

1.95 

5.  Nutritional  State. 

Slightly  Detective  

127 

17.59 

108 

16.21 

Bad  

... 

... 

6.  Mouth  and  Teeth. 

Unhealthy  

63 

8.73 

46 

6.90 

7.  Naso-Pharynx. 

(a)  Nose — 

i.  Obstruction  requiring  observation 

35 

4.S5 

15 

2.25 

ii.  Obstruction  requiring  operation  ... 

8 

1.1 

14 

2.10 

iii.  Other  conditions  

... 

27 

3.74 

17 

2.55 

(h)  Throat— 

19.06 

i.  Tonsils  requiring  observation 

... 

106 

14.68 

127 

ii.  Tonsils  requiring  operation 

... 

43 

5.95 

30 

4.50 

(c)  Glands — 

5.40- 

i.  Requiring  observation  

34 

4.71 

36 

ii.  Requiring  operation  

... 

... 

**♦  1 

8.  Eyes. 

(a)  External  Diseases — 

Blepharitis  

7 

0.97 

3 

0.45 

Conjunctivitis 

... 

... 

... 

Corneal  Opacities  

... 

... 

2.55 

Strabismus 

19 

2.63 

17 

Other  Diseases  ... 

o 

0.28 

(b)  Visual  Acuity — 

Fair  

3293 

384 

68.45 

406 

70.85 

Bad  

... 

46 

8.2 

42 

7.33 

Recommended  for  refraction 

57 

10.17 

57 

9.94 
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Examinations. 


Children  in  each  Age-Group  suffering  from  particular  defects  : — 


Second  Age-Group. 

Third  Age-Group. 

Fourth  t 

Vge-Group. 

All 

AGES. 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

566 

507 

478 

476 

57 

75 

1823 

1724 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

! % 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

1 

0.18 

... 

1 

0.21 

1 

0.05 

1 

0.06 

28 

4.96 

51 

10.05 

10 

2.09 

56 

11.76 

64 

3.51 

181 

10.49 

1 

0.18 

2 

0.42 

2 

0.42 

... 

4 

0.22 

2 

0.11 

2 

0.35 

i 

0.19 

1 

0.21 

8 

0.44 

4 

0.23 

8 

1.42 

6 

1.88 

9 

1.88 

7 

1.47 

5 

8.9 

2 

2.66 

27 

1.48 

18 

1.03 

... 

... 

1 

0.06 

... 

1 

0.21 

2 

0.11 

3 

0.53 

2 

0.39 

2 

0.42 

3 

0.63 

6 

0.33 

6 

0.34 

9 

1.59 

7 

1.38 

20 

4.18 

11 

2.31 

4 

7.12 

5 

6.66 

53 

2.91 

36 

2.08 

72 

12.74 

66 

13.01 

65 

15.69 

65 

13.65 

1 

1.78 

... 

265 

14.55 

239 

13.28 

2 

0.42 

... 

... 

! 

2 

0.11 

93 

16.46 

78 

15.38 

32 

66.94 

32 

6.72 

O 

3.56 

9 

12.00 

190 

10.43 

165 

9.57 

8 

1.42 

6 

1.18 

1 

0.21 

6 

1.26 

2 

2.66 

44 

2.42 

29 

1.68 

... 

... 

o 

0.98 

3 

0.63 

11 

0.6 

19 

1.10 

16 

2.83 

7 

1.38 

6 

1.26 

1 

1.78 

50 

2.75 

24 

1.39 

53 

9.38 

56 

11.18 

41 

8.58 

39 

8.19 

200 

10.98 

222 

12.87 

6 

1.06 

13 

2.56 

6 

1.26 

7 

1.47 

55 

3.02 

50 

2.90 

16 

2.83 

7 

1.38 

7 

1.46 

2 

0.42 

57 

3.13 

45 

2.61 

4 

0.71 

3 

0.59 

3 

0.63 

3 

0.63 

1 

1.78 

15 

0.82 

9 

0.52 

... 

1 

0.21 

1 

0.21 

1 

0.05 

1 

0.06 

... 

... 

... 

1 

0.21 

... 

... 

1 

0.66 

... 

3 

0.59 

7 

1.46 

3 

0.63 

16 

0.88 

23 

1.33 

... 

1 

0.21 

1 

0 21 

1 

1.78 

... 

4 

0.22 

1 

0.06 

164 

29.02 

162 

31.95 

84 

17.57 

100 

21.00 

7 

12.46 

17 

22.66 

639 

38.45 

685 

41.99 

22 

3.89 

29 

5.71 

16 

3.35 

13 

2.72 

3 

5.34 

4 

5.33 

87 

5.23 

88 

5.39 

21 

3.72 

25 

4.93 

20 

4.18 

19 

3.99 

2 

3.56 

7 

9.33 

100 

6.02 

108 

6.26 

— 

- 
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Table  II. — Systematic 


Return-  of  Number  and  Percentage  of  Individual 


Total 
examined 
at  all  ages. 

3547 

Entrants. 

Nature  of  Defect. 

Boys 

722 

Girls 

666 

No. 

% 

. _ 

Xo. 

or  1 

0 | 

9.  Ears. 

(a)  Diseases — 

Otorrhcea  

... 

1 

0.14 

i 

0.15 

Other  Diseases 

(b)  Hearing — 

3293 

2 

0.28 

3 

0.45 

Grade  I 

... 

... 

11 

1.91 

Grade  II. a 

... 

... 

... 

Grade  Il.b  

... 

Grade  III 

10.  Speech. 

3547 

... 

...  ■ 

Defective  Articulation  

... 

5 

0.63 

3 

0.45 

Stammering 

... 

... 

ll.  Mental  and  Nervous  Condition. 

(a)  Backward  

... 

... 

... 

(b)  Dull  

2 

0.28 

... 

...  ■’ 

(c)  Mentally  Defective  (educable) 

... 

1 

0.15 

(d)  Mentally  Defective  (ineducable) 

... 

(e)  Highly  Nervous  or  Unstable  

... 

3 

0.45 

(f)  Difficult  in  Behaviour 

... 

12.  Circulatory  System. 

(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease — 

i.  Congenital 

1 

0.15 

ii.  Acquired  

... 

2 

0.28 

2 

0.30 

(b)  Functional  Conditions 

38 

5.26 

33 

4.95 

(c)  Anaemia 

... 

7 

0.97 

13 

1.95 

13.  Lungs. 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

3 

0.42 

Suspected  Tuberculosis  

1 

0.14 

1 

0.15 

Other  Diseases  

... 

42 

5.82 

24 

3.60 

14.  Deformities. 

(a)  Congenital  

... 

5 

0.69 

1 

0.15 

(b)  Acquired  (Infantile  Paralysis) 

1 

0.14 

... 

(c)  Acquired  (probably  Rickets)  

• •• 

8 

1.11 

5 

0.75 

(d)  Acquired  (Other  Causes)*  

... 

11 

1.52 

12 

1.81 

16.  Infectious  Diseases 

... 

3 

0.42 

1 

0.15 

16.  Other  Diseases  or  Defects  

* Includes  Postural  Defects. 

... 

21 

1 

2.91 

12 

1.81 
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Examinations  (continued). 


Children  in  each  Age-Group  suffering  from  particular  defects 


Second  Age-Group. 

Third  Ac 

ie-Group. 

Fourth  a 

ge-Group. 

ALL  l 

LGES. 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

566 

507 

478 

476 

57 

75 

1823 

1724 

No. 

O' 

,0 

No. 

% 

No. 

O/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

2 

0.35 

6 

1.18 

4 

0.84 

3 

0.63 

7 

0.38 

10 

0.58 

i 

0.18 

6 

1.18 

3 

0.63 

4 

0.84 

1 

1.33 

6 

0.33 

14 

0.81 

5 

0.89 

4 

0.78 

3 

0.63 

2 

0.42 

• • • 

8 

0.44 

17 

1.04 

... 

1 

0.19 

1 

0.21 

2 

0.42 

1 

0.05 

3 

0.18 

3 

0.53 

2 

0.42 

1 

0.21 

10 

0.54 

4 

0.23 

2 

0.35 

2 

0.11 

... 

2 

0.35 

2 

0.39 

1 

0.21 

4 

0.22 

3 

0.17 

1 

0.18 

1 

0.19 

1 

0.21 

1 

0.21 

... 

2 

0.11 

3 

0.17 

3 

0.17 

... 

... 

l 

0.19 

... 

1 

0.06 

2 

0.35 

1 

0.19 

2 

0.42 

3 

0.63 

4 

0.22 

5 

0.29 

1 

0.18 

2 

0.39 

1 

0.21 

10 

2.10 

1 

1.78 

1 

1.33 

5 

0.27 

15 

0.87 

19 

3.36 

22 

4.55 

24 

5.02 

29 

6.09 

6 

6.00 

81 

4.45 

90 

5.22 

.3 

0.53 

4 

0.78 

2 

0.42 

l 

1.33 

12 

0.66 

18 

1.04 

1 

0.21 

1 

1.33 

4 

0.22 

1 

0.06 

2 

0.35 

1 

0.19 

3 

0.16 

2 

0.11 

13 

2.3 

12 

2.36 

19 

3.98 

7 

1.47 

1 

1.78 

1 

1.33 

75 

4.12 

44 

2.55 

6 

1.06 

5 

1.05 

16 

0.88 

1 

0.06 

... 

... 

l 

0.21 

2 

0.11 

... 

3 

! 0.53 

3 

0.59 

1 

0.21 

1 

0.21 

... 

12 

0.66 

9 

0.58 

9 

1.6 

6 

1.18 

18 

3.77 

22 

4.62 

2 

3.56 

6 

8.00 

40 

2.18 

46 

2.66 

1 

; o.i8 

1 

0.19 

... 

4 

0.22 

2 

0.11 

9 

1.59 

10 

1.97 

10 

2.09 

11 

2.31 

3 

5.34 

43 

2.36 

33 

1.91 

— 

Table  III. — Systematic 


ENTRANTS. 

SECOND 

Ase-Grocp. 

Classification. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

.Per- 

centage. 

I.  Children  free  from  defects 

596 

43.95 

514 

47.9 

II.  Children  (otherwise  free  from  defects) 
who  suffer  from — 

(a)  Defective  vision  not  worse  than 
6/12  in  the  better  eye  with  or 
without  glasses  

38 

3.55  j 

or 

(b)  Conditions  of  mouth  and  teeth 
requiring  treatment 

48 

3.36 

84 

7.93 

(c)  Both  (a)  and  (b)  

... 

4 

0.26 

Total  

48 

3.36 

126 

11.74 

III.  Children  suffering  from  ailments  (other 
than  those  mentioned  in  II.)  from 
which  complete  recovery  is  anticipated 
within  a few  weeks  ... 

228 

16.43 

134 

12.49 

TV.  Children  suffering  from  (or  suspected 
to  be  suffering  from)  defect  less  remedi- 
able than  defects  specified  in  II.  or 
III.  distinguishing  cases — 

(a)  Where  complete  cure  or  restoration 
of  function  (in  the  case  of  eye 
defect,  full  correction)  is  considered 
possible  

494 

35.58 

270 

25.16 

(b)  Where  improvement  only  is  con- 
sidered possible,  e.g.  without  com- 
plete restoration  of  fimction 

22 

1.58 

29 

2.71  | 

Total  

516 

37.16 

299 

27.87  j 

Total  number  of  children  examined 

1388 

100% 

! 1073 

100%  | 
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Medical  Examinations. 


Third 

Age-Group. 


Fourth 

Age-Group. 


Other 

Systematic. 


Total. 


Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

478 

E0.09 

80 

60.61 

95 

48.96 

1763 

47.128 

39 

4.09 

6 

4.55 

4 

2.06 

87 

2.325 

34 

3.56 

7 

5.30 

5 

2.58 

178 

4.757 

... 

1 

0.52 

5 

0.133 

73 

7.65 

13 

9.85 

10 

6.16 

270 

7.215 

95 

9.96 

9 

6.82 

30 

15.46 

496 

13  258 

262 

27.46 

23 

17.43 

54 

27.83 

1103 

29.483 

46 

. 

4.82 

7 

5.30 

5 

2.58 

109 

2.913 

308 

32.28 

30 

22.73 

59 

30.41  1 

1212 

32.396 

954 

100% 

132 

100% 

194 

100% 

3741 

100% 
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Table  IV. 

Return  of  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  in 

the  Area. 


Disability. 

At 

Ordinary 

Schools 

At  Special 
Schools  or 
Classes 

At  no 
School  or 
Institution 

Total. 

1.  Blind  

3 

... 

5*  : 

2.  Partially  sighted — 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in  which  the 
curriculum  of  an  ordinary  school 
would  adversely  affect  the  eye 
condition  

10 

10 

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the  eye,  e.g. 
cataract,  ulceration,  etc.,  which 
render  the  child  unable  to  read 
ordinary  school  books  or  to  see  well 
enough  to  be  taught  in  an  ordinary 
school  

15 

15 

3.  Deaf— 

Grade  I 

27 

27 

Grade  Il.a  

9 

... 

... 

9 

Grade  Il.b  

... 

... 

... 

... 

Grade  III.  

11 

... 

11 

4.  Defective  speech — 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  requiring 
special  educational  measures 

14 

14 

(b)  Stammering  requiring  special 
educational  measures 

14 

... 

... 

14 

5.  Mentally  defective  (children  between  5 
and  16  years) — 

(a)  Educable  (I.Q.  approx.  50-70)  ... 

16* 

63 

79  ; 

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  generally  less  than 
50) 

14 

14 

6.  Epilepsy — 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional  

12 

(Burgh  of  Dumfries 
excluded) 

12  ] 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  in  a 
residential  school) 

1 

... 

1 ! 

7.  Physically  defective  (Children  between  5 
and  16  years) — 

(a)  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (ex- 
cluding cervical  glands)  

20 

20 

(b)  General  orthopaedic  conditions 

177 

... 

2 

179 

(c)  Organic  heart  disease  

80 

2 

82 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill-health 

26 

1 

4 

31 

* 5 awaiting  transfer  to  special  class. 
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Table  IV.  (continued). 


At 

At  Specia 

At  no 

Disability. 

Ordinary 

Schools  or 

School  or 

Total. 

Schools. 

Classes. 

Institution 

8.  Multiple  defects — 

(a)  Mentally  defective  (ineducable)  and 

physically  defective 

(b)  Mentally  defective  (ineducable)  and 

epilepsy  (mild) 

(c)  Mentally  defective  (ineducable)  and 

epilepsy  (severe)  

(d)  Mentally  defective  (ineducable)  and 

... 

! 

... 

blind 

(e)  Mentally  defective  (educable)  and 
physically  defective 
(0  Mentally  defective  (educable)  and 

... 

2 

2 

epilepsy  (mild) 

1 

(g)  Mentally  defective  (educable)  and 

epilepsy  (severe)  

(h)  Mentally  defective  (educable)  and 

... 

physically  defective  (other  causes 
of  ill-health) 

1 

(i)  Mentally  defective  (educable)  and 

blind 

(j)  Mentally  defective  (educable)  and 

... 

... 

deaf 

9 

(k)  Other  multiple  defects — 

Mentally  defective  (educable), 
spastic  hemiplegia  and  tirade  I. 

deafness 

l 

Mentally  defective  (educable)  and 

defective  speech  (stammer)  ...  j 

Partially  sighted  and  spastic 

paresis  of  limbs  ...  

Spina  bifida  and  below  knee 

amputation  of  leg 

Grade  IIa.  deafness  and  torti- 
collis 

1 

1 

l 

l 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Organic  heart  disease  and  Grade  I. 

deafness  

Grade  IIa.  deafness  and  defective 

1 

1 

speech  (defect  of  articulation)  ... 

9 

! 

O 

— 
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Table  V. 

Average  Heights  and  Weights  at  School  Medical 

Inspection. 


Boys. 


AGE 

G B 0 r P s 

Entrants  2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Number  measured  

...  1 485 

353 

407 

57 

Average  age  (years) 

5-nr 

9A 

13,% 

16  y" rv 

Average  height  (inches) 

43.5 

52.5 

59.4 

67.9 

Number  weighed 

...  345 

230 

329 

57 

Average  age  (years) 

9rV 

13^ 

l6jV 

Average  weight  (lbs.) 

44.2 

62.9 

90.6 

134.4 

AGE 

GRorrs 

Entrants 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Number  measured  

...  455 

326 

381 

74 

Average  age  (years) 

5^f 

9t\ 

13tV 

i«A> 

Average  height  (inches) 

42.9 

51.9 

59.7 

64.2 

Number  weighed 

...  372 

207 

307 

69 

Average  age  (years) 

...  , 5vV 

9A 

13  A 

l6fW 

Average  weight  (lbs.) 

42.0 

60.6 

95.8 

122.0 
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6.  Medical  Treatment. 

A.  Minor  Ailments  (figures  relate  to  children  seen,  not  to 


the  number  of  treatments). 

(1)  Cuts,  bruises,  sprains,  minor  injuries,  etc 159 

(2)  Diseases  of  the  ear  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

(3)  Diseases  of  the  eye  (excluding  defective  vision)  ...  67 

(4)  Diseases  of  the  skin — 

Ringworm  (scalp)  \ 

Ringworm  (body)  ...  ...  ...  ...  g 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Impetigo  47 

Other  diseases  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ]50 


B.  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

(1)  Number  of  Retinoscopies  performed  bv  School 

Medical  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  495 

(2)  Number  of  children  seen  by  the  Consulting 

Ophthalmologist  (about  whom  reports  have  been 
received)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(3)  Number  of  spectacles  2>rovided  through  this 

department  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  375 

Squints  are  treated  by  provision  of  glasses,  by  total 
-occlusion  when  necessary,  and  by  operation. 

€.  Number  of  Operations  performed  by  Ear,  Nose  and 

Throat  Specialist  ...  ...  ...  547 

D.  Orthopaedic  Defects  (hospital  and  outpatient  treatment). 
Operations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Out-patients  ...  ...  Figures  cannot  be  given 

7.  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

During  the  year  all  the  schools  in  the  County  have  been 
visited  for  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  except  Annan 
Academy,  Noblehill,  Benedictine  Convent  School,  Gubhill, 
Sibbaldbie,  Trailtrow  and  Hutton. 

Treatment  at  St.  Michael’s  and  Maxwelltown  Schools,  which 
was  begun  during  the  previous  year,  was  completed  this  year. 


4 
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( 1 ) Number  of  children  inspected  : — 

Age. 

(a)  (b) 

Systematic  Special 

Examinations  Cases 

Total 

5 . 

943 

5 

948 

6 

1,140 

6 

1,146 

7 

1,016 

1,016 

8 

921 

9 

930 

9 

925 

10 

935 

10 

881 

18 

899 

11 

928 

9 

937 

12 

962 

8 

970 

13 

911 

6 

917 

14 

854 

12 

866 

15 

280 

1 

281 

16 

137 

3 

140 

17 

120 

120 

18 

26 

26 

Total 10,044 

87 

10.131 

(2) 

Requiring  treatment 

5,727 

87 

(2a) 

Accepting  treatment  ... 

2,982 

87 

(3) 

Number  of  children  treated  ... 

2,675 

87 

(4) 

(of  those  accepting  treatment  130  have 
still  to  be  treated). 

Attendances  made  for  treatment 

4,463 

131 

(5) 

Fillings — (a)  permanent  teeth 

1,754 

30 

(b)  temporary  teeth 

63S 

6 

(6) 

Extractions — (a)  permanent  teeth 

260 

23 

(b)  temporary  teeth  ... 

2,475 

70 

(?) 

General  anaesthetic 

3 

(8) 

Other  operations — (a)  permanent  teeth 

631 

77 

(b)  temporary  teeth 

291 

-4 

(9) 

Half-days  devoted  to  inspection 

129 

Half-days  devoted  to  treatment 

809 

Half-days  devoted  to  office  work 

232 

(10) 

Number  of  children  having  private 

treatment 

33 

(11) 

Orthodontic  Appliances  

22 

(12) 

Partial  dentures 

4 

H 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  for  the  397  acceptances  of  the 
previous  year  who  were  not  treated  then,  the  following  work 
was  done  : — 


Number  of  attendances 

488 

Permanent  fillings 

297 

Temporary  fillings 

367 

Permanent  extractions 

34 

Temporary  extractions 

561 

Other  operations  permanent 

75 

Other  operations  temporary 

49 

The  following  schools  were  inspected  a second  time  : — 

Wanlockhead  Speddoch 

Collin  Mennock 

Burnhead  Dunscore 

Steilston  Auldgirth 

St. 

Andrew’s  Boys’  Gatelawbridge 

Ruthwell  Mouswald 

Glenesslin 

(1) 

Number  of  children  re-inspected  : 

(a) 

(b) 

Systematic 

Special 

Age 

Examinations 

Cases 

Total 

5 

63 

63 

6 

74 

1 

75 

7 

54 

1 

55 

8 

58 

58 

9 

83 

1 

84 

10 

72 

72 

11 

77 

2 

79 

12 

41 

41 

13 

26 

26 

14 

26 

1 

27 

15 

1 

1 

Total  ...  574 

7 

581 

(2) 

Number  requiring  treatment  ... 

249 

7 

(2a)  Number  accepting  treatment  ... 

126 

7 

(3) 

Number  treated... 

119 

7 

(4) 

Attendances 

122 

8 
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(5)  Fillings — (a)  permanent  teeth 

(b)  temporary  teeth 

(6)  Extractions — (a)  permanent  teeth  ... 

(b)  temporary  teeth 

(1)  Orthodontic  cases  

Partial  dentures 

(8)  Other  operations— (a)  permanent  teeth 

(b)  temporary  teeth 
{9)  Half-days  devoted  to  inspection 
Half-days  devoted  to  treatment 

8.  Special  Schools  and  Classes. 

Arrangements  for  the  education  of  handicapped  children 
are  the  same  as  noted  in  previous  reports. 

(a)  2 physically  defective  children  are  in  residence  at  the  East 
Park  Home  for  infirm  children,  Glasgow,  and  1 at  Challenger 
Lodge,  Edinburgh. 

{b)  4 blind  children  are  at  the  Royal  Blind  Asylum,  Edinburgh. 
<c)  5 deaf-mute  children  are  at  the  Glasgow  School  for  the  Deaf, 
4 at  Donaldson’s,  1 at  St.  Vincent’s  Deaf  and  Dumb  School. 
Glasgow,  and  1 at  the  Mary  Hare  Grammar  School,  Newbury, 
Berks. 

(d)  In  the  classes  for  educationally  subnormal  children 
(I.Q.  50-70)  there  are : — 

18  on  the  roll  of  the  Annan  class  ; 

10  on  the  roll  of  the  Lockerbie  class  ; 

41  on  the  roll  of  the  Dumfries  class  (2  of  whom  are 
Stewartry  children). 

(e)  Classes  for  retarded  children  are  at  present  incompletely 
organised,  so  no  figures  are  given. 

Reference  should  here  be  made  to  the  inadequate  provision 
of  special  educational  treatment  for  handicapped  children. 
While  it  would  appear  that  national  or  regional  provision  is 
desirable  for  some  classes  of  children,  in  the  case  of  those  who 
are  mentally  handicapped  particularly,  facilities  within  the 
County  are  essential.  It  is  probable  that  8 — 10  per  cent,  of  all 
children  in  attendance  at  schools  in  the  educational  area  of 


59 

3 

24 
141 

1 

1 

7 

1 

13 

25 


3 

1 
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Dumfriesshire  require  special  educational  treatment,  but  because 
no  other  solution  can  presently  be  found  they  must,  in  most  cases, 
be  educated  along  with  normal  children.  The  disadvantages 
of  this  system  are  obvious  in  that  normal  children  suffer,  those 
who  are  dull  and  backward  cannot  benefit  from  the  teaching 
provided  and  the  task  of  the  teacher  is  often  too  heavy. 

I understand  that  the  difficulty  lies  in  recruiting  teachers 
who  are  trained  in  dealing  with  mentally  handicapped  children 
and  that  though  every  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  the 
services  of  such  teachers,  none  can  be  found. 


LABORATORY  SERVICES. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY. 

Responsibility  for  the  management  of  the  bacteriological 
laboratory  was  transferred  to  the  Dumfries  and  Galloway 
Hospitals  Management  Board  as  from  1st  July. 

CHEMICAL  LABORATORY. 

The  work  done  at  the  chemical  laboratory  is  recorded  in 
the  following  tables  : 
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Table  showing  the  Number  and  Nature  of  Samples  received  under  the 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 


Article 

County  Councils 
of 

Dfs.  Kbt.  Wig. 

Total 

Adulterated 

Milk  

83(13)  173(26)32(2 

) 288 

41 

Milk  (Condensed) 

6 ...  2 

8 

Cow  & Gate  Milk  Food 

1 

1 

Butter 

6 2 4 

12 

Margarine 

6 3 4 

13 

Cooking  Fat 

4 ...  3 

7 

Lard 

1 2 

3 

Cheese 

1 ...  2 

3 

Sugar 

4 

4 

Tea 

4 

4 

Coffee 

1 2 2 

5 

Chocolate  Cup  ... 

1 

i 

Jelly/Jam 

1 ...  2 

3 

Honey 

2 

2 

Barley 

2 

2 

Bun  Flour 

i 

i 

Blancmange 

i 

i 

Cassia 

i 

i 

Chocolate  Spread 

i 

i 

Cornflour 

i 

i 

Custard  Powder... 

1 2 

3 

Dessert  Mould 

1 

1 

Flour 

2 

2 

Mincemeat 

i 

i 

Piecrust  ... 

i 

i 

Rice  Flour 

i 

i 

S.R.  Flour 

i 

i 

Soya  Flour 

i 

i 

Sponge  Mixture 

i 

i 

Strawberry  Custard 

i 

i 

Table  Jelly 

i 

i 

Almond  Flavouring 

i 

i 

Vanilla  Flavouring 

i 

i 

Karo  Brand  Syrup 

i 

i 

Diabetic  Marmalade 

i 

i 

Glace  Cherries  . 

i 

i 

Tinned  Rhubarb 

i 

i 

Gravy  Browning 

2 

2 

Haggis 

1 

i 

Meat  Paste 

1 

1 

Mince 

2(2)  

2 

2 

Paxo  Stuffing 

1 

i 

Pate  de  Foie 

1 

1 

Powder  Soup 

1 

i 

Sausage  ... 

6 2 

8 

Sausage  Meat 

2(1) 

2 

i 

Salad  Cream 

1 1 

2 

Salmon  and  Shrimp  Paste 

1 

i 

Tomato  Juice  Cocktail 

1 

i 

White  Pudding  ... 

1 

i 

Pickles 

1 1 

2 

Carryforward  ...  127(15)215(26)65(3) 

407 

44 
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Article 


Brought  forward 
Tomato  Sauce  ... 

Vinegar  ... 

Cinnamon 
Curry  Powder  ... 

Ground  Ginger 

Mixed  Spice 
Mustard  ... 

Pepper  ... 

Preserved  Ginger 
Fruit  Cordial 
Lemonade 
Lime  Water 
Rum  Flavouring 
Wine  Essence  ... 

Whisky  ... 

Baking  Soda 
Baking  Powder  ... 

Cream  of  Tartar 

Cream  of  Tartar  Substitute 

Aspirin  ... 

Cascara  ... 

Castor  Oil 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
Cough  Elixir 
Epsom  Salt  Tablets 
Essence  of  Rennet 
Eucalyptus  Oil  ... 
Glycerine 
Gregory  Powder 
Grey  Powder 
Health  Salts 
Iodine 

Liquid  Paraffin  ... 

Liver  Salts 
Olive  Oil 

Phospherine  Tablets 
Seidlitz  Powder 
Sloans  Liniment 
Spirit  of  Nitre  ... 

Spirit  of  Turpentine 

Syrup  of  Figs 

Zinc  and  Castor  Oil  Cream 


County  Councils 

of  Total  Adulterated 

Dfs.  Kbt.  Wig. 

407  44 

3 


127(15)  215(26)  65(3) 
2 1 

2 1 

1 1 

1 ...  1 

1 
1 

12  2 

2 2 

."  1 

1 

1 1 

1 
1 

2(1)  ... 

5 

4 

1 

1 2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 
6 
1 
1 
1 


4 

1 

4 

1 


o 


3 
2 
2 

1 
1 
5 

4 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 

2 1 

5 

3 3 

2 6 

1 
3 

1 1 

3 
1 
1 
1 
2 

"1  1 

6 

1 2 

1 

...  ! i 

i 

i 

1 

4 
1 
4 
1 

1 1 
1 

2 

i 


Total 


161(16)251(27)  81(3)  493 
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MILK  SUPPLIES. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914. 

Milk  production  in  the  County  for  the  year  rose  to  the 
record  total  of  16,627,200  gallons.  This  is  some  1,756.000 
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gallons  more  than  was  produced  last  year  and  over  5,000,000 
gallons  more  than  was  produced  in  1944. 

Of  the  16,627,200  gallons  produced,  15,545,000  gallons  or 
93-49%  was  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk.  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” 
milk  last  year  represented  90%  of  the  total,  so  that  steady 
progress  is  being  made  towards  the  ultimate  goal  of  100% 
" Tuberculin  Tested.” 


It  may  be  of  interest  to  give  the  monthly  milk  production 
totals  with  the  relative  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk  figures. 


— - — 

Month 

Total  Production 

“ T.T.”  Gallonage 

January  ... 

1,092,500 

1,014,200 

February  ... 

1,040,800 

970,200 

March 

1,318,600 

1,233,200 

April 

1,475,800 

1,381,600 

May 

1,912,800 

1,783,800 

June 

1,829,700 

1,708,500 

Julv 

1,601,000 

1,495,100 

August 

1,417,100 

1,321,100 

September 

1,253,800 

1,167,800 

October 

1,252,700 

1,172,600 

November.. . 

1,184,000 

1,114,500 

December 

1,248,400 

1,182,400 

During  the  year  61  plans  were  dealt  with  pertaining  to  new 
dairy  buildings  and  additions  and  improvements  to  existing 
premises. 


Another  24  entirely  new  dany  farms  were  registered,  which 
now  brings  the  total  number  of  producing  dairies  in  the  County 
to  831.  This  total  is  made  up  of  729  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” 
dairies,  which  is  52  more  than  there  were  last  year,  19  “ Standard  ’’ 
and  83  “ Ordinary.”  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
Ordinary  ” dairies  amount  to  barely  10%  of  the  total. 

The  number  of  dairies  which  adopt  the  “ Milking  Parlour  ” 
system  of  milking  remains  at  8. 

2,719  visits  were  made  to  d^iry  farms  during  the  year  and 
these  were  carried  out  under  the  following  categories  : 
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Milk  (Spec.  Des.) 

Scot.  Milk 

Routine 

Structural 

Orders 

Testing  Scheme 

Miscellaneous 

1453 

423 

450 

293 

100 

The  three  creameries  in  the  count}7  operated  satisfactorily 
and  samples  taken  of  outgoing  milk  proved  satisfactory. 
Visits  were  made  to  retailers’  premises  and  in  most  cases  little 
fault  could  be  found  with  the  cleanliness  of  the  premises  or 
methods  of  handling  milk.  On  a number  of  occasions  attention 
had  to  be  drawn  to  cracked,  chipped  or  otherwise  unsatisfactory 
milk  bottles,  but  apparently  some  difficulty  is  being  met  regarding 
the  supply  of  bottles  from  the  manufacturers. 

Testing  of  Non-designated  Milk. 

122  samples  were  taken  of  “ Ordinary  ” milk  not  subject 
to  testing  under  the  Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme,  and  17 
proved  unsatisfactory.  Repeat  samples  after  a visit  to  the 
retailer  concerned  all  proved  satisfactory.  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  samples  wrere  taken  of  milk  being  retailed  and  it  should 
be  explained  that  although  the  milk  was  sold  as  “ Ordinary  " 
the  bulk  of  it  was,  in  fact,  milk  from  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” herds. 

Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

163  samples  were  taken  of  milk  supplied  to  schools  and 
23  (14%)  of  these  proved  unsatisfactory  baeteriologically.  A 
check  wras  also  kept  on  the  chemical  content  of  the  school  milk 
supplies. 

The  contract  for  the  supply  of  school  milk  was  taken  from 
one  retailer  on  account  of  continued  unsatisfactory  bacteriological 
sample  results. 

Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme. 

The  number  of  notifications  from  creameries  as  to  milk 
supplies  failing  tests  under  the  scheme  was  660.  Last  year 
the  figure  was  166,  and  the  reason  for  the  big  increase  in  notifica- 
tions this  year  was  no  doubt  due  to  the  prolonged  spell  of  warm 
weather  with  the  inevitable  inadequate  cooling  of  milk  by  means 
of  water  coolers. 

The  following  table  showrs  the  total  numbers  of  notifica- 
tions in  their  various  categories  from  each  creamery  receiving 
milk  from  producers  in  the  county  : 
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Weekly  Tests 

Platform 

Total 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Tests 

Carnation  Milk  Factory 

98 

31 

7 

42 

178 

Lockerbie  Creamery 

18 

2 

1 

279 

300 

Sanquhar  Creamery 

12 

2 

... 

79 

93 

Cowhill  Creamery 

12 

3 

1 

16 

Murchie’s  Creamery 

13 

3 

1 

24 

41 

Edinburgh  & Dumfries- 

shire  Dairy  Co. 

6 

1 

23 

30 

Dumfries  & Maxwelltown 

Co-operative  Soc.  Ltd. 

... 

1 

1 

Northern  Retail  Dairies... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

159 

42 

10 

449 

660 

It  will  be  observed  that  68%  of  the  total  notifications 
received  were  platform  tests  of  milk  coming  into  the  creameries. 
Practically  all  these  unsatisfactory  platform  tests  were  received 
during  the  warm  spell  from  May  to  October.  This,  of  course,  was 
an  exceptionally  long  period  of  warm  weather,  but  it  is  regretted 
that,  during  warm  spells,  some  scheme  cannot  be  evolved  for 
taking  evening  milk  into  the  creameries  immediately  after 
milking.  It  is  acknowledged  that  many  difficulties  will  require 
to  be  overcome  before  such  a scheme  could  be  put  into  operation. 
It  is  apparent  that,  during  summer  months,  the  public  water 
supplies  cannot  give  a sufficiently  low  temperature  to  cool  milk 
adequately  and  an  increasing  number  of  producers  are  finding 
that  the  installation  of  mechanical  coolers  for  use  all  the  year 
round  is  an  excellent  investment. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland  Order,  1934.) 

farmers  were  advised  of  their  legal  obligations  to  seal 
all  milk  cans  being  sent  by  common  carrier. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  (Scotland),  1936-1949. 

78  producers’  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” licences  were  granted 
during  the  year.  Of  these  11  were  new  farmers  taking  over 
farms  where  the  previous  farmer  had  held  a “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” 
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licence  and  16  were  merely  changes  in  the  name  of  the  licenced 
producer.  Thus  51  entirely  new  “ Tuberculin  Tested  " licences 
were  issued.  These  were  made  up  of  18  ” Ordinary  dairies 
and  10  “ Standard  ” dairies  upgraded  to  “ Tuberculin  Tested.' 
One  dairy  in  which  the  new  farmer  began  with  a Tuberculin 
Tested  ” licence,  the  previous  farmer  had  held  a ' Standard 
licence,  and  22  new  dairies  which,  after  complying  with  the 
required  conditions,  went  right  on  to  ' Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  production. 

Four  producers’  “ Standard  ” licences  were  granted,  one  of 
which  was  a small  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” producer  who  reverted 
to  “ Standard  ” on  account  of  the  number  of  reactors  in  his 
herd,  while  the  other  three  were  “ Ordinary  dairies  upgraded 
to  “ Standard.” 

2,933  milk  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  of  which 
86  were  qualifying  samples  from  producers  applying  for  licences 
under  the  Special  Designations  Orders  ; 99  were  of  Standard 
milk  and  2,748  of  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk.  The  number  of 
unsatisfactory  samples  was  616  or  21%  of  the  total  number, 
taken. 

The  following  table  shows  the  samples  taken  during  each 
month  and  the  samples  which  proved  unsatisfactory.  Reference 
to  the  unsatisfactory  samples  column  provides  a fairly  accurate 
“ barometer  ” indicating  the  duration  of  warm  weather  : — 


Samples  Taken 

Samples  Unsatisfactory 

January 

275 

18 

February 

257 

27 

March  ... 

246 

22 

April 

268 

29 

May 

237 

37 

June  ... 

137 

63 

July  

183 

81 

August 

307 

114 

September 

272 

119 

October 

299 

62 

November 

222 

21 

December 

230 

22 
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Two  pi oducers  appeared  before  the  appropriate  committee 
oi  the  Comity  Council  in  connection  with  unsatisfactory  milk 
samples  and  methods  ot  production.  One  of  the  farmers  appeared 
on  two  occasions  during  the  year.  On  the  first  occasion  he 
received  a warning  that  any  future  unsatisfactory  samples  would 
result  in  the  suspending  or  revoking  of  his  licence  and  on  the 
second  occasion  his  licence  was  suspended  for  two  months. 
In  the  other  case  the  producer’s  licence  was  suspended  for  two 
months. 
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SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


To 


County  Health  Offices, 

County  Buildings, 
Dumfries. 


The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 
The  County  Council  of  Dumfries. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  work  done  in 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1949.  The  report  has  been  prepared  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  the  Department  of  Health  for 
Scotland. 


Tn  all  branches  of  the  Department’s  work  the  year  under 
review  has  been  a very  bus}'  one  and  the  duties  accomplished 
could  not  have  been  done  had  it  not  been  for  the  wholehearted 
co-operation  of  every  member  of  my  staff,  to  whom  I wish  to 
express  my  appreciation  for  the  services  rendered  by  them. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  WILSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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housing. 

Six  years  of  war.  Mowed  by  four  years  of  post-war  shortages 
of  materials  high  prices  and  other  difficulties,  have  created  a 

housing  problem  the  solving  of  which  will  be  our  greatest  task 
for  many  years  to  come. 

The  following  tables  show  the  progress  made  in  this  County 
as  regards  the  provision  of  new  houses  and  the  action  taken  by 
the  council  m endeavouring  to  demolish  unsatisfactory  houses 
which  have  become  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

The  total  number  of  houses  erected  and  occupied  for  the 
first  time  m 1949  was  350. 

table*-— 1CUjarS  °f  theSe  hOUS6S  ^ ShOWn  °n  the  following 


(1)  Local  Authority 
between  January, 
Type- 

Permanent — Cruden 


-Permanent — Aluminium . 


^Permanent — Traditional . 


Permanent — Traditional . . 
■ Agricultural  Population) 


Houses  occupied  for  the  first  time 
1949,  and  December,  1949. 


Size. 

Situation. 

No 

4 apt. 

...  Auldgirth 

26 

4 apt. 

...  Bankshill 

6 

4 apt. 

...  Carrutherstown 

8 

4 apt. 

...  Ecclefechan  ... 

18 

4 apt. 

...  Heathhall 

6 

4 apt. 

...  Holywood 

10 

4 apt. 

...  Kirkpatrick- Fleming 

12 

4 apt. 

...  Mennock 

4 

4 apt. 

...  Middle bie 

6 

4 apt. 

. . . Shieldhill  

4 

100 

3 apt. 

. . . Locharbriggs 

20 

4 apt. 

...  Bankend 

6 

4 apt. 

...  Closeburn 

10 

5 apt. 

...  Gretna 

10 

4 apt. 

...  Kirkconnel  ... 

14 

4 apt. 

...  Thornhill 

12 

4 apt. 

...  Gair  ... 

4 
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Weir — Steel 

4 apt. 

...  Carru  thereto \vn 

8 

(Agricultural  Population) 

4 apt. 

...  Collin 

8 

4 apt. 

...  Ecclefechan  ... 

10 

4 apt. 

...  Evertown 

8 

4 apt. 

...  Glencaple 

8 

4 apt. 

...  Kirkpatrick-Fleming 

10 

4 apt. 

...  Kirkton 

8 

4 apt. 

. . . Iklillhousebridge 

8 

4 apt. 

...  Penpont 

8 

4 apt. 

...  Wallaeetown 

8 

<84 

(2)  Houses  erected  bv 

THE 

Scottish  Speclal  Housing 

Association  and  occupied  foe  the  first  time  between  ' 
January,  1949,  and  December,  1949. 

Type.  Size.  Situation.  Xo.  1 

Weir — Steel  4 apt.  . . . Kirkeonnel 62 

Permanent — Traditional...  4 apt.  ...  Kirkeonnel  ... 
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(3)  Houses  erected  by  Government  Departments  and 

OCCUPIED  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  BETWEEN  JANUARY,  1 949.  | 

Situation.  Department.  Xo. 
Ae  Village  ...  Forestry 

Commission  4 
Ae  Village  ...  Forestry 

Commission  4 
Gretna  ...  Department 

of  Agriculture  2 

10 

(4)  Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  and  occupied 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  BETWEEN  JANUARY,  1949,  AND 
December,  1949. 

(a)  With  assistance  under  the  Housing  (Agricultural  Popula- 
tion) (Scotland)  Act,  1938  : 


and  December,  1949. 

Type.  Size. 

Permanent — Traditional  4 apt. 


5 apt. 
4 apt. 
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Type.  Size. 

Situation. 

No. 
...  2 

Permanent— Traditional...  4 apt. 

...  Applegarth 

4 apt. 

. . . Holy  wood 

...  1 

4 apt. 

. . . Kirkmahoe 

...  1 

4 apt. 

...  Lochmaben  ... 

...  1 

4 apt. 

...  Tinwald 

...  1 

6 

(b)  Y\  ith  assistance  under  the  Hill  Farming  Act,  1946 


Type. 

Size. 

Situation. 

No. 

Permanent-  -Traditional. . . 
(c)  Without  assistance. 

4 apt. 

...  Glencairn 

...  1 

Type- 

Size. 

Situation. 

No. 

Wooden 

4 apt. 

..  Closeburn 

...  4 

Permanent — Traditional . . . 

3 apt. 

..  Cummertrees  ... 

...  1 

Wooden 

4 apt.  . 

..  Dumfries 

...  1 

Permanent — Traditional . . . 

4 apt.  . 

..  Hutton  and  Corrie 

...  1 

3 apt.  . 

..  Kirkpatrick- Juxta 

...  1 

4 apt.  . 

. . Ruthwell 

...  1 

9 


Complete  surveys  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Housing  Acts  were  made  in  respect  of  80  houses  and  re-surveys 
made  of  58.  From  these  surveys,  reports  are  prepared  giving 
fnll  details  of  the  structure,  accommodation,  sanitary  facilities, 
lighting,  ventilation,  water  supply,  drainage,  etc. 

Official  representations  (in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Scotland) 
Act,  1930)  were  made  in  respect  of  33  unsatisfactory  houses. 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  19  houses  and,  in  addition,  12 
houses  were  the  subjects  of  Closing  Orders.  In  11  instances 
undertakings,  to  the  effect  that  unsatisfactory  houses  would  no 
longer  be  let  for  human  habitation,  were  accepted  by  the  Council. 

I have  again  to  report  that  a number  of  houses  which  were 
the  subjects  of  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  became  reoccupied 
following  the  re-housing  of  the  original  occupiers  and  prior  to 
the  owners  taking  action  as  required  by  the  Housing  Acts.  So 
far  as  is  known,  rent  is  not  being  charged  for  these  houses. 
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The  situation  is  entirely  due  to  the  extreme  housing  shortage  and 
presents  the  difficulty  that,  before  demolition  or  conversion  of 
these  dwellings  is  possible,  the  unauthorised  occupiers  would 
require  to  find  other  accommodation  or  be  rehoused  by  the  local 
authority. 

Some  day  we  hope  that  there  will  be  healthy  houses  for 
all  who  want  them,  but  until  that  happy  day  arrives,  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  those  who  are  interested  in  public  health  to  press 
the  claims  of  families  living  in  homes  which  are  unfit  for  habitation. 

POST-WAR  HOUSING  : NEW  HOUSES  PROVIDED  AND 

UNSATISFACTORY  DWELLINGS  DEALT  WITH. 


It  would  appear  opportune  at  this  time  to  consider  the 
post-war  housing  position  as  regards  (a)  the  number,  type  and 
distribution  of  all  new  houses  erected  within  the  County  (exclusive 
of  the  Burghs)  in  the  post-war  period  of  five  years  to  the  end  of 
1949,  and  (b)  the  number  of  unsatisfactory  dwellings  in  respect 
of  which  action  was  taken  in  terms  of  Part  2 of  the  Housing 
(Scotland)  Act,  1930,  during  the  same  period. 

The  numbers,  types  and  distribution  of  these  new  houses 
is  summarised  below,  followed  by  a summary  giving  numbers 


of  unsatisfactory  dwellings  dealt  with  — 

1.  New  Houses. 

Total  number  of  new  houses  erected  and  occupied  in 
the  post-war  period  (January,  1945  to  31st  December. 
1949)  

These  comprised  : — 

Houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority 
Houses  erected  by  the  Scottish  Special  Housing 
Association 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Owners,  without  Assistance 
Houses  erected  by  Private  Owners,  with  Assistance 
unver  the  Housing  (Agricultural  Population) 
(Scotland)  Act  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

Houses  erected  by  Government  Departments  such  as 
the  Forestry  Commission,  Department  of 
Agriculture,  etc.  ... 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Owners,  with  assistance 
under  the  Hill  Farming  Act 


1,156 

945 

120 

38 


30 


.)•> 


1 
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The  Local  Authority  Houses  (numbering  945)  were  of  the 
following  types  : — 


Temporary  Houses 

...  541 

Swedish  Timber  Houses 

...  30 

Cruden  Houses  

...  100 

Weir  Steel  Houses 

...  100 

Traditional  (Agricultural  Population) 

...  28 

Permanent  Aluminium  

...  40 

Traditional 

...  106 

The  houses  erected  by  the  Scottish  Special  Housing- 
Association  (numbering  120)  were  of  the  following  types 

Weir  Steel  Houses  ...  ...  ...  jqq 

Traditional  Houses  ...  ...  ...  20 

The  houses  erected  by  Private  Owners  without  assistance, 
numbered  38.  These  were  of  the  following  types  : 

Traditional  Houses  ...  ...  ...  33 

Wooden  Houses  ...  ...  ...  g 

The  houses  erected  by  Private  Owners  with  assistance  under 
the  Housing  (Agricultural  Population)  (Scotland)  Act  numbered 
30.  These  were  “ Traditional  Houses.” 

The  houses  erected  by  Government  Departments  (The 
Forestry  Commission  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture) 
numbered  22.  These  were  of  fhe  following  tj^pes  : 

Traditional  Houses  ...  ...  ...  jp 

Temporary  Wooden  Houses  ...  ...  ...  12 

The  houses  erected  by  Private  Owners  with  assistance  under 
the  Hill  Farming  Act  numbered  1.  This  was  a traditional 
type  house. 

rlhe  location  of  these  new  houses  is  shown  in  tables  1 to  6. 

Table  No.  1 shows  the  types  and  situation  of  houses 
provided  by  the  Local  Authority  : 
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Table  No.  1. 


NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  HOUSE. 


Situation 

Tem- 

porary 

Agric.  Pop. 
1938 

Swedish 

Permanent 

Cruden 

1946 

Weir 

Agric.  Pop. 

Trad- 

itional 

Alum- 

inium 

Amisfield 

10 

... 

8 

Auldgirth 

... 

... 

6 

26 

Banltend 

6 

Bankshill 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Bloomfield 

io 

... 

Brydekirk 

10 

18 

... 

... 

Bumhead 

12 

... 

... 

... 

Canonbie 

10 

... 

... 

Carrutherstown  ... 

... 

8 

s 

Chapelknowe 

4 

... 

... 

Clarencefield 

10 

10 

... 

... 

Closebiirn 

... 

... 

Collin  

10 

8 

Dims  core 

16 

... 

Eaglesfield 

4 

20 

... 

... 

Eastriggs 

42 

18 

10 

Ecclefechan 

Evertown 

... 

6 

Glencaple 

10 

S 

Gretna  ... 

159 

... 

20 

... 

... 

Gair  

4 

6 

... 

Heathhall 

60 

Hightae  

20 

10 

... 

Holywood 

8 

Keir 

2 

... 

Kirkconnel 

Kirkpatrick- 

120 

14 

12 

10 

Fleming 

... 

... 

Kirkton 

20 

... 

... 

8 

Locharbriggs 

4 

20 

... 

... 

Mennock 

... 

... 

4 

... 

Middle  bie 

... 

6 

8 

Millho  use  bridge  ... 

Moniaive 

16 

... 

Mouswald 

4 

... 

... 

Penpont 

2 

10 

8 

Shieldhill 

... 

4 

Templand 

10 

... 

... 

Thornliill 

10 

4 

28 

... 

Tortliorwald 

... 

6 

8 

Wallace  ton 

... 

Waterbeck 

... 

4 

Total 

541 

28 

30 

106 

40 

100 

100 
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Table  No.  2 shows  the  situation,  type  and  number  of  houses 
erected  by  the  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association  : — 


Table  No.  2. 


Situation 

Type  of  House 

Brick 

Weir  Steel 

Kirkconnel 

20 

100 

Total 

20 

100 

Table  No.  3 shows  the  number  and  situation  of  houses 
erected  by  private  enterprise  without  assistance  from  the  Local 
Authority,  and  Table  No.  4 with  assistance  under  the  Housing 
(Agricultural  Population)  (Scotland)  Act,  1938  : 

Table  No.  3.  Table  No.  4. 


Situation 

No. 

Situation 

No. 

Annan 

1 

Applegarth  

2 

Applegarth 

3 

Caerlaverock 

4 

Closeburn  ... 

4 

Closeburn 

1 

Cummertrees 

1 

Dalton  ... 

1 

Dryfesdale  ... 

1 

Holy  wood 

1 

Dumfries 

4 

Kirkmahoe 

1 

Dunscore 

1 

Kirkmichael 

2 

Ewes 

2 

Lochmaben 

2 

Hoddom 

4 

Sanquhar 

1 ! 

Hutton  and  Corrie 

3 

Tinwald 

10 

Kirkmahoe 

2 

Torthorwald 

5 

Kirkpatrick- Juxta 

1 

Lochmaben 

1 

Ruthwell 

1 

St.  Mungo  ... 

2 

Torthorwald 

4 

Tynron 

1 

Wamphray 

2 

Total  I 

38 

Total 

30 

i 
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Table  No.  5 shows  the  number  and  situation  of  houset- 
erected  by  Government  Departments  : — 


Table  No.  5. 


Situation 

Number  and  type  of  house 

Closeburn 

Traditional  ...  ...  8 

Gretna 

Traditional  ...  ...  2 

Eskdalemuir 

Temporary  Wooden  ...  9 

Kirkmichael 

Temporary  Wooden  3 

Total  22 

Table  No.  6 shows  the  number  and  situation  of  houses 
erected  by  Private  Owners,  with  assistance  under  the  Hill  Farming 
Act  : — 


Table  No.  6. 

Situation 

Number  and  type  of  house 

Glencairn 

...  Traditional  ...  ...  1 

2.  Unfit  Houses. 

In  the  post-war  period  (i.e.  January,  1945.  to  31st  December, 
1949,)  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  Part  2 of  the  Housing 
(Scotland)  Act,  1930,  against  216  dwellings  adjudged  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  incapable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being 
rendered  so  fit. 

These  houses  were  dealt  with  in  the  following  manner  : 

173  were  made  the  subjects  of  Demolition  Orders. 
23  were  made  the  subjects  of  Closing  Orders  and,  in  the 
case  of  the  remaining  20  dwellings,  undertakings  were 
accepted  from  the  owners  undertaking  not  to  let  the  houses 
for  habitation  until  rendered  fit  for  occupation,  or  under- 
taking to  convert  for  use  as  stores,  etc. 

The  total  of  216  comprised  204  dwelling-houses  and  12 
bothies  or  chaumers. 


Grants  foi  the  replacement  of  45  dwellings  were  promised 
by  the  Council  in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Agricultural  Population) 
(Scotland)  Act.  These  houses  were  to  replace  33  unfit  agricultural 
cottages  and  12  bothies  contained  in  the  total  above. 

Of  the  remaining  171  houses,  70  were  hutments  at  Gretna 
and  Eastnggs  (sited  for  the  most  part  on  what  had  been  chosen 
as  new  housing  sites),  24  were  dwellings  comprising  a terrace 
of  houses,  while  the  remainder  were  more  or  less  uniformly 
scattered  throughout  the  County. 


The  present  position  as  regards  these  unfit 
follows  : — 

dwelling! 

Demolished 

97 

Uninhabitable,  being  partly  demolished 

...  21 

Unoccupied — remaining  as  vacated 

...  32 

Still  occupied,  awaiting  rehousing  of  occupiers 

...  31 

Reoccupied  by  unauthorised  persons  or  otherwise  13 

Used  as  Stores 

9 

Incorporated  into  adjoining  house  ... 

1 

Bothies — (not  re-inspected)  ... 

12 

Total 

...  216 

Approximately  173  families  have  been  removed  from  unfit 
houses  during  the  post-war  period. 

The  actual  number  of  houses  no  longer  in  use  is  172. 


3.  Summary. 

Total  number  of  New  Houses  erected  and  occupied  in  the 

post-war  period  to  3 1st  December,  1949  1,156 

Total  number  of  Unfit  Houses  not  now  used  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  172 

Approximate  number  of  families  housed  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association  : 

(1)  from  within  the  County  966 

(2)  from  other  Local  Authority  areas  ...  ...  99 

HOUSE  LETTING. 

Visits  were  made  to  all  dwellings  occupied  by  persons 
•selected  for  tenancy  of  new  municipal  houses  and  the  Council 
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advised  as  to  any  statutory  action  considered  desirable  under 
the  Housing  Acts.  This  is  now  the  standard  practice  in  the 
County.  In  addition,  municipal  houses  being  vacated  are 
likewise  inspected  prior  to  reoccupation. 


PLAINTS. 

During  the  year  494  plans  were  submitted  for  examination. 
Reports  on  these  were  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Council 
for  consideration. 

The  plans  are  reviewed  hi  the  light  of  statutory  requirements 
and  having  regard  to  the  Council's  Building  Bye-laws  and 
Regulations.  Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  adequacy  and 
purity  of  the  water  supply,  to  the  drainage  arrangements  and 
to  other  matters  concerned  with  Public  Health. 

In  the  normal  course  the  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  the 
site  or  premises  following  receipt  of  the  plan.  Matters  requiring 
adjustment  are  referred  to  the  promoter  or  his  representative, 
and,  these  being  attended  to,  a report  is  furnished  on  the 
proposals. 

In  many  instances,  however,  visits  are  paid  to  view  the 
projected  works  prior  to  the  submission  of  plans,  when  advice 
and  assistance  is  given  in  the  formulation  of  the  proposals. 
This  has  the  additional  merit  of  ensuring  that  the  plan  when 
submitted  will  not  be  counter  to  public  health  enactments  or 
Local  Authority  requirements. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  type  of  premises 
to  which  the  plans  refer  : — 


Nature  of  the  Proposed  Work. 

New  Business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and  Factories)  ... 
Alterations  to  Business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and 
Factories)  ... 

New  Factories  ... 

Alterations  to  Existing  Factories  

New  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  Dair}-  Farms) 

Alterations  to  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  Dairy  Farms)  ... 
New  Private  Garages  ... 

New  Permanent  Houses  (Privately  owned)  ... 

New  Temporary  Houses  (Privately  owned) 


12 


16 

4 

5 
16 

8 

20 

28 

4 
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New  Permanent  Houses  (State  Departments) 

New  Temporary  Houses  (State  Departments) 

New  Permanent  Shops 

New  Temporary  Shops  

Alterations  to  Existing  Shops 

Alterations  to  Dwelling-houses  

Others  (including  Halls  and  Public  Buildings,  etc.) 

Total 


RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  (RESTRICTIONS)  ACTS, 

1920-39. 

One  certificate  as  to  the  condition  of  a dwelling-house  was. 
granted  during  the  year. 

THE  PROVISION  OF  SANITARY  FACILITIES 
DURING  1949. 

Consequent  upon  the  formation  of  Special  Drainage  Districts 
in  a number  of  villages  in  the  County,  advantage  has  been  taken 
h\  property  owners  to  provide  modern  sanitary  conveniences 
to  the  extent  as  shown  below.  Also  contained  in  the  following 
figures  are  farm  dwellings,  improvements  to  which  continue  to 
be  carried  out  at  a gratifying  rate. 

Drainage  and  Sanitary  Fittings. 

- dumber  of  existing  houses  provided  with  new  or  improved 

drainage  . . . 96; 

” >>  >>  „ ,,  W.Cs 108. 

” » „ ,,  ,,  Baths  102 

” » >,  ,,  ,,  Wash  Hand  Basins  98 

” V ,,  „ „ Sinks  51 

” » ..  ,,  „ Wash  Tubs  ...  59' 

” >>  ,,  ,,  ,,  Wash  Boilers  ...  49' 


4 

...  12 
0 
3 

1 

...  245 

...  44 

. . . 422 


Water  Supplies. 

^mber  of  existing  houses  provided  with  a supply  of  water  to 
fittings  within  the  house  from  Local  Authority  Main  Pipes  53 


66 


Number  of  existing  houses  provided  with  a supply  of  water  to 
outside  standpipes  from  Local  Authority  Main  Pipes  ...  19 
Number  of  existing  houses  provided  with  a new  or  improved 
supply  of  water  to  fittings  within  the  house  from  private 
sources  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

These  figures  represent  fairty  satisfactory  progress,  especially 
when  it  is  appreciated  that,  in  the  case  of  houses  provided 
with  W.Cs  , the  use  of  approximately  the  equivalent  number  of 
dry  lavatories  has  been  discontinued,  and,  in  the  case  of  new 
water  supplies,  a number  of  pump  wells  and  other  unsatisfactory 
sources  of  water  supply  have  been  put  out  of  use.  The  direct 
advantage  that  the  provision  of  such  facilities  as  a W.C.  and  an 
indoor  water  supply  give  to  the  householder  Is  probably  the 
major  consideration,  but  the  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  primitive 
arrangements  is,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Public  Health  official,  no  less 
important. 


TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

Inspections  under  the  Council’s  Bye-laws  were  made  of 
tents,  vans  and  sheds  used  for  human  habitation.  For  the 
most  part  these  were  at  sawmills.  In  no  case  was  it  found 
necessary  to  take  any  formal  action. 

SEASONAL  WORKERS. 

Six  visits  were  paid  to  a farm  at  which  some  40  Potato 
Workers  were  accommodated.  Frequent  inspections  of  the 
accommodation  were  necessary  to  ensure  the  maintenance  oi 
a fair  standard  of  cleanliness.  Representations  were  effective 
in  procuring  better  conditions. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-48. 

Although  it  was  not  found  possible  to  engage  in  routine 
visits  to  factories,  75  visits  were  made.  Arising  from  reports 
received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  the  following  con- 
traventions of  the  Factories  Acts  were  noted  and  subsequently, 
on  the  matters  being  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  person- 
•concerned,  the  necessary  remedial  work  was  put  in  hand  : — 

Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  accommodation  ...  2 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  ...  ...  1 
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Improvements  to  Factories  during  the  year  comprised  the 
following  : — 

Number  of  existing  factories  provided  with  improved  drainage 

systems  ...  ...  1 

” » >>  ,,  ,,  adequate  W.C. 

accommodation  6 

” ” >>  >>  ,,  urinal  accommoda- 
tion ...  ...  2 

” ” >>  ,,  ,,  ablution  facilities  ...  6 

The  total  number  of  factories  on  the  register  is  21  Non- 
Mechanical,  124  Mechanical,  and  37  other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 of  the  principal  Act  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  premises  occupied  by  the  one  outworker  notified  to 
this  Department  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Plans  were  dealt  with  for  four  new  factories  and  for  altera- 
tions to  five  existing  factories. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  inspecting  and  testing  of  drainage  and  plumber  work 
at  all  new  houses  and  other  new  premises,  and  at  premises  where 
alterations  and  improvements  are  being  carried  out,  is  one  of 
the  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  So  far  as  the  year  under 
review  is  concerned  1514  examinations  and  tests  have  been 
carried  out  under  the  Building  Bye-laws.  Other  work  included 
the  preparation  of  62  drainage  plans  for  the  guidance  of  architects 
and  contractors.  In  preparing  these  drainage  plans  consideration 
is  given  to  the  most  direct  and  economical  system  of  drainage, 
the  efficient  planning  of  the  drain  and,  so  far  as  can  be  regulated, 
the  judicious  grouping  of  the  fittings. 

Applications  for  permission  to  connect  to  the  Council’s 
sewers  numbered  56.  Reports  were  furnished  on  these  applica- 
tions after  the  premises  to  which  they  referred  had  been  visited. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Applications  for  permission  to  connect  to  the  Council’s 
water  main  pipes,  reported  on  by  this  Department  during  the 
year,  numbered  one  hundred  and  thirty-two.  In  the  case  of 
dwelling-houses  the  structural  condition  of  these  was  reported 
on,  this  being  the  factor  deciding  whether  the  owner  be  called 
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upon  to  introduce  the  supply  to  fittings  within  the  house  or  be 
allowed  to  fit  an  outside  standpipe  with  spill  water  drainage,  this 
latter  as  a temporary  expedient. 

Samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  analysis  as  follows  : — 

1.  Routine  samples  from  County  Council  supplies  submitted 

for  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  67 

2.  Samples  from  existing  private  supplies  and  from  proposed 

new  sources  of  supply  submitted  for  Chemical  and 

Bacteriological  examination  60 

In  the  case  of  samples  procured  from  private  supplies 
investigation  is  carried  out  of  the  catchment  area,  the  size  and 
construction  of  the  storage  tank,  if  any,  the  size  and  material 
of  the  underground  piping  and  the  material  of  the  house  pipes 
and  fittings.  Information  with  regard  to  these  matters  is 
submitted  along  with  the  sample  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

MEAT  INSPECTION  AND  UNSOUND  FOOD. 

In  the  County,  during  the  year,  84,977  animals  were 
slaughtered,  of  which  2,519  were  cattle,  51,378  were  sheep  and 
31,080  were  pigs. 

The  following  table  (Table  I.)  shows  the  various  classes 
or  animals  slaughtered  and  the  number  of  carcases  wholly  or 
partially  condemned  on  account  of  disease  and  or  injury  : — 

Table  I. 


Animals 

Slaughtered. 

Condemned. 

Weight  of  Meat 
Condemned 
in  Lbs. 

Totally. 

Partially. 

Cattle  ... 

749 

26 

82 

11,151 

Calves  ... 

1,770 

19 

0 

855 

Sheep  ... 

51,378 

59 

126 

1.434 

Pigs  ... 

31,080 

13 

525 

9,692 

Amount  of  Offal  condemned  (Livers,  Lungs  and 

Intestines)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22,473  lbs. 


Total  amount  of  Fresh  Meat  condemned  ...  45.605  lbs. 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  imported  meat  was  examined  at 
Thornhill  Abattoir  and  Thornhill  Bacon  Factory,  as  shown  in 
Table  II  : — 


Table  II. 


Carcase 

Meat, 

etc. 

Condemned. 

Weight  of  Meat 
Condemned 

Totally. 

Partially 

in  Lbs. 

Cattle,  parts 

of 

1,600 

• • * 

6 

632 

Sheep 

Carcases  ... 

2,581 

Pig  Carcases 

199 

Tinned  Meat, 

Tins 

'6,432 

27 

162 

Total 

... 

... 

... 

794  lbs. 

In  the  course  of  routine  inspection,  or  on  request,  the 
following  foods  were  examined  in  retail  shops  and  seized  with 
consent  of  the  vendors  : — 


Tinned  Meat 

...  7 lbs.  0 

ozs. 

Tinned  Bacon  and  Ham 

2 lbs.  14 

ozs. 

Tinned  Fish 

...  ... 

5 lbs.  7f 

ozs. 

Tinned  Soups 

...  ... 

...  13  lbs.  5 

ozs. 

Tinned  Milk 

...  ... 

...  109  lbs.  10 

ozs. 

Tinned  Vegetables 

...  ... 

...  143  lbs.  10| 

ozs. 

Tinned  Fruit 

. . . ... 

...  53  lbs.  2\ 

ozs. 

Turned  Jams  and  Preserves 

...  24  lbs.  8 

ozs. 

Pickled  Vegetables 

...  ... 

...  123  lbs.  0 

ozs. 

Bacon  and  Ham... 

...  ... 

0 lbs.  0 

ozs. 

Butter  and  Fats 

• • • • • • 

0 lbs.  0 

ozs. 

Cereals 

• • • • • • 

...  6 lbs.  0 

ozs. 

Pulses 

• • • • • • 

...  0 lbs.  0 

ozs. 

Other  Foods 

• • • • • • 

...  19  lbs.  8 

ozs. 

Total 

• • • • • • 

...  508  lbs.  If 

ozs. 
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The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  for  food 
during  1949  was  20  tons,  18  cwts.,  6 stones,  7 lbs.,  If  ozs. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foods  was  510. 

MEAT  STORES. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland;,  1942. 

One  certificate  in  respect  of  storage  accommodation,  in 
terms  of  Article  15(1)  of  the  above  Regulations,  was  granted 
by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year.  This  store,  which  was 
constructed  of  wood  and  of  a temporary  nature,  was  replaced 
during  the  year  by  a new  brick-built  structure,  which  is  much 
more  satisfactory.  The  drainage  work  has  not  yet  been  carried 
out,  but  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  completed  prior  to  the  next 
date  of  application  for  a certificate. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Slaughter-houses. — In  the  County  (excluding  the  Burghs) 
there  were  five  slaughter-houses.  Of  these,  two  were  concerned 
wholly  in  the  slaughter  of  sheep  for  the  London  market ; one 
was  concerned  wholly  in  the  slaughter  of  pigs  ; one  although 
licensed  was  not  in  use  during  the  year,  and  one  belonging  to 
the  Local  Authority  was  in  use  for  general  purposes.  When 
visited,  these  premises  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  state 
of  cleanliness  and  structural  repair. 

Other  Offensive  Trade  Premises. — At  the  end  of  the  year 

there  were  four  firms  in  the  County  carrying  on  one  or  more  of 
the  businesses  set  forth  in  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act. 
1897,  as  coming  within  the  definition  of  offensive  trades. 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  trades  carried  on  : — 


Blood  Boilers 

..  1 

Knackers 

...  1 

Bone  Boilers 

..  1 

Tripe  Cleaners 

...  1 

Tallow  Melters 

..  3 

Manure  Manufacturers 

...  1 

Skinners  or  Hide  Factors 

1 

— 

9 


The  conduct  of  these  businesses,  for  the  most  part,  was 
satisfactory  and  no  nuisance  was  caused,  nor  was  any  complaint, 
lodged. 


Minor  structural  improvements  continue  to  be  pressed  for. 
and  the  improvement  of  drainage  systems,  with  particular 
reference  to  the  production  of  a satisfactory  effluent. 

VERMINOUS  PERSONS  AND  HOUSES. 

The  dwellings  occupied  by  persons  selected  for  tenancy  of 
Local  Authority  houses  were  examined  for  infestations  prior 
to  the  removal  to  the  new  accommodation.  (This  visit  was,  of 
course,  coupled  with  the  visit  under  the  Housing  Acts).  Local 
Authority  houses  being  re-let  for  a second,  or  subsequent,  time 
were  likewise  examined.  In  all  333  examinations  of  houses  and 
household  effects  were  carried  out,  but  in  no  case  was  it  necessary 
to  carry  out  disinfestation  measures. 

99  families  from  outwith  this  Local  Authority  area  were 
allocated  houses  in  the  County,  the  examination  of  whose  dwellings, 
furniture,  etc.,  was  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the 
area  in  which  they  were  resident.  This  service  is  reciprocal, 
information  being  furnished  to  other  Local  Authorities  in  respect 
■of  the  housing  conditions  of  persons  resident  in  this  County  and 
• applying  for  houses  elsewhere. 

A large  quantity  of  bedding,  the  property  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  was  disinfected  prior  to  issue  to  Hostels  in 
ithe  area. 

DIRTY  HOUSES. 

Eight  visits  were  paid  to  houses  not  being  kept  in  a clean 
< condition.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  take  statutory  action 
-against  the  occupiers  of  such  houses,  some  amelioration  of  the 
conditions  being  effected  following  the  visits  of  the  Sanitary 
llnspectors. 

COMPLAINTS. 


177  complaints  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  The 
tabulated  statement  given  below  shows  the  nature  of  the  various 
•complaints  : — 


(a) 

Choked  and  defective  drains  and  defective 

sanitary 

•(b) 

conveniences 

29 

Inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  water  supplies 

30 

•(c) 

Dampness  in  houses  ... 

9 

•(d) 

Overcrowding 

19 

72 


(e)  Structural  and  other  defects  of  houses 

(f)  Offensive  smells 

(g)  Accumulations  of  refuse 

(h)  Infestations  by  household  pests 

(i)  Unsatisfactory  keeping  of  domestic  animals 

(j)  Pollution  of  streams  and  ditches 

(k)  Flooding  

(l)  Others  


58 


2 

i 

l 

4 

4 

4 

4 


When  examination  revealed  that  there  existed  nuisance 
conditions,  within  the  meaning  of  Section  16  of  the  Public 
Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  appropriate  action  was  taken. 
Informal  representation,  verbal  or  by  letter,  was  made  to  the 
author  in  the  majority  of  cases.  Thereafter  intimations  under 
Section  19  of  the  Act  were  made  in  26  cases.  It  was  not  found 
necessary  to  serve  any  Section  20  Notices. 


Complaints  as  regards  the  structural  condition  of  dwelling- 
houses,  overcrowding  and  dampness  were  dealt  with  where 
possible  under  the  Housing  Acts.  Where  the  occupiers  of  such 
houses  were  applicants  for  Local  Authority  houses,  details  of 
the  defective  or  unsatisfactory  living  conditions  were  notified 
to  the  Local  Authority  for  consideration. 


The  number  of  complaints  of  inadequate  or  unsatisfactory 
water  supplies  was  accounted  for  by  the  long  dry  summer  when 
a number  of  private  gravitation  supplies  became  inadequate 
or  unfit  for  use.  The  improvement  of  the  catchment  and  the 
introduction  of  new  springs  was  necessary  to  improve  these 
supplies. 


ICE  CREAM  REGULATIONS. 

57  visits  were  made  to  Ice  Cream  manufacturing  and  retailing 
premises  in  the  County  (excluding  the  Burghs)  during  the  year. 

Satisfactory  progress  towards  conforming  with  the  Regula- 
tions, and  thereby  qualifying  for  registration,  was  made  by 
manufacturers  and  retailers. 

Registration  in  respect  of  premises  and  vehicles,  carried 
out  during  the  .year,  numbered  four. 
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SMALL  BURGHS. 


BURGH  OF  ANNAN. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  77  (34 
males,  63  females),  of  which  4 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  56  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  67  (35  males, 
32  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  22  ; 
Apoplexy,  9 ; Cancer,  12.  Two  children  died  during  the  first 
year  of  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Seventeen  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  were  received— 8 of  Scarlet  fever,  6 of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  one  each  of  non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
Pneumonia  and  Erysipelas. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  by  Mr  James 
Rodger,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  of  Annan  : 

Water  Supply. — It  has  been  found  since  the  extension  of 
the  Burgh  that  in  very  dry  periods  a water  shortage  occurs  at 
the  Back-of-the-Hill.  A certain  amount  of  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  keeping  the  clear  water  tank  at  full  capacity, 
especially  when  there  is  a large  draw-off  of  cooling  water  at  the 
farms.  To  counteract  this  shortage,  the  Town  Council 
instructed  the  Consulting  Engineer  to  prepare  a scheme.  This 
allows  for  the  formation  of  a second  clear  water  tank  at  Land- 
heads,  a tank  at  the  Back-of-the-Hill,  the  construction  of 
mechanical  filters  and  the  laying  of  a new  main  between  the 
impounding  reservoir  and  the  clear  water  tank.  The  consent 
of  the  Department  of  Health  was  received  to  the  formation  of 
the  two  reinforced  concrete  tanks  and  this  work  has  been  begun. 

Permission  to  instal  mechanical  filters  has  been  deferred 
and  it  has  been  necessary  to  renew  the  filtering  material  in  the 
two  filter  beds. 

During  the  year  numerous  inspections  were  made  to  detect 
waste,  and  when  faulty  fittings  were  found  the  proprietors  were 
duly  notified. 
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Under  the  Water  (Scotland)  Acts,  1946  and  1949.  meters  were 
installed  at  various  non-domestic  establishments.  In  all,  65 
meters  are  now  operating  throughout  the  Burgh. 

Samples  of  the  water  supply  were  obtained  at  quarterly 
intervals  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination.  In 
each  case  the  results  showed  the  water  to  be  in  even-  way 
suitable  for  domestic  use. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  system  has  functioned  satis- 
factorily, but  owing  to  increased  housing  accommodation  the 
sewers  are  fully  taxed.  A scheme  was  prepared  to  provide  a 
new  relieving  sewer  and  sewage  purification  works,  but  because 
of  the  high  cost  the  consent  of  the  Department  of  Health  to  the 
project  has  been  temporarily  withheld. 

Housing.— In  the  post-war  years  the  Town  Council  have 
had  erected  and  let  127  dwelling-houses  as  follows  : — 

45  Temporary  Houses  (Uno-Seco  type). 

42  Permanent  Houses  (4  and  5 apartments). 

20  Swedish  Timber  Houses. 

20  Cruden  Houses. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  545  persons  were  accommodated  in 
these  houses. 

The  Town  Council  are  proceeding  with  the  erection  of  a further 
24  houses  of  the  Weir  type  which  should  be  ready  for  occupation 
about  the  middle  of  1950. 


Offensive  Trades. — There  are  8 shrimp  picking  factories  and 
a skin  works  within  the  Burgh  which  come  under  this  heading. 
In  the  case  of  the  former  some  difficulty  arose  in  the  disposal  of 
waste  matter  which,  if  allowed  to  lie  too  long,  becomes  objection- 
able and  may  create  a nuisance.  Several  methods  of  disposal 
were  tried,  but  in  the  end  the  only  satisfactory  solution  was  to 
return  the  waste  to  the  Solway.  No  complaints  were  received 
of  the  operation  of  the  skin  works  and.  on  inspection  of  the 
premises,  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a clean  condition. 

Slaughter-house. — The  slaughter-house  is  owned  by  the 
Town  Council  and  occupied  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  All 


/o 


.'•laugh t cling  is  carried  out  here  for  the  surrounding  area  including 
the  Burgh  of  Langholm. 

Several  repairs  were  carried  out  on  the  property  during  the 
year  and  it  is  proposed  to  renew  the  roof  and  relay  the  court- 
yard during  the  coming  year. 


During  the  year  the  following  animals  were  slaughtered 
Cattle  ...  ...  827  Pigs  • • . . . 39 

Sheep  ...  ...  4,307  Calves  ...  ...  2,237 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  imported  meat  was 

stored  and  allocated  from  the  slaughter-house  : 

Quarters  Beef  ...  848  Sheep  1736 

Cases  Beef  ...  ...  902  Lambs  ...  ...  1,380 

The  premises  were  kept  clean  by  regular  lime  washing  and 
by  painting. 


Tinned  Food,  etc. — Numerous  inspections  were  carried  out 
during  the  year  and  the  following  foods  were  seized  and 
destroyed  : — 


63  tins  Milk. 

10  tins  Soup. 

13  tins  Cooked  Meat. 
4 tins  Jam. 

718  jars  Pickles. 

137|  lbs.  Fruit. 


255  stone  Fish. 

90£  lbs.  Vegetables. 
o2b  lbs.  Meat. 

38£  lbs.  Cheese. 

9 stone  Sugar. 

7 stone  Flour. 


Scavenging.— During  the  year  all  household  refuse  through- 
out the  burgh  was  collected  twice  weekly,  except  in  the  case 
of  the  shopping  centre  when  refuse  was  collected  four  times 
weekly.  The  collections  were  made  by  a 7 cubic  yard  capacity 
motor  vehicle.  A further  general  purpose  vehicle  was  ordered 
during  the  year  but  delivery  has  not  yet  been  received. 

The  amount  of  refuse  collected  was  : — 

Household  Refuse  1,336  loads. 

Paper  241  loads. 

Owing  to  the  extension  of  the  burgh  boundaries  and  to 
increased  collections  of  refuse,  the  existing  coup  is  now  almost 
I full  and  the  Town  Council  are  negotiating  for  a new  site. 
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Salvage. — Owing  to  the  relaxation  of  the  Waste  Paj>er 
Salvage  Order  and  the  inability  of  paper  merchants  to  deal  with 
large  amounts  of  waste  paper,  the  collections  have  been  consider- 
ably reduced.  17  tons  10  cwts.  of  waste  paper  were  collected 
and  dispatched. 

Burial  Grounds. — Three  burial  grounds  are  sited  within  the 
Burgh,  but  no  interments  have  taken  place.  All  burials  take 
place  in  ground  outwith  the  Burgh  and  are  supervised  by  the 
County  Council. 

Schools. — The  three  schools  within  the  Burgh  were  found 
on  inspection  to  be  maintained  in  a clean  condition. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Numerous  premises  come  within 
this  category  within  the  Burgh  and  these  are  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  The  introduction  of  suitable  sanitary 
accommodation  was  insisted  upon  in  several  cases. 


BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  39  (19 
males,  20  females),  of  which  2 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  10  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  34  (21  males, 
13  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  16  ; 
Apoplexy,  5 ; and  Cancer,  2.  There  were  no  deaths  among 
children  during  the  first  year  of  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Thirteen  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received 
during  the  year.  Ten  patients  suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever, 
two  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  one  from  Erysipelas. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  by  Mr  A.  Brebner, 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  of  Langholm  : 


Water  Supply.— The  water  supply  has  been  of  satisfactory 
cjuahty  and  throughout  the  year  there  has  been  a sufficient 
quantity  available  to  adequately  supply  the  needs  of  the 
community. 

Early  in  the  year  a series  of  six  additional  springs  at  Foots- 
urn  were  incorporated  into  the  Burgh  supply.  There  are  no 
meters  or  apparatus  available  to  accurately  measure  the  intake 
to  the  storage  cistern  or  the  consumption  in  the  Burgh,  but  it 
has  been  estimated  by  gauging  that  these  springs  are  now 

augmenting  the  water  supply  at  the  rate  of  8,000  gallons  in 
twenty-four  hours. 

During  the  prolonged  period  of  drought  in  the  summer 
there  was  no  occasion  to  issue  warning  notices  restricting  the 
use  of  water  for  domestic  or  other  purposes. 

Periodic  nightly  inspections  and  testing  of  distributing 
mams  and  fittings  and  consequent  repair  of  major  and  minor 
leakages  detected  have  produced  a marked  effect  in  the  reduction 
of  water  wastage  in  the  Burgh. 

Drainage.  During  the  year  the  drainage  and  sewerage 
s\  stem  functioned  satisfactorily  except  at  one  point  in  the  town. 
In  this  case,  after  heavy  rainfall,  the  9"  sewer  in  Walter  Street 
was  found  to  be  running  under  pressure  and  house  drainage 
s\  stems  wrere  acting  as  a relief  to  the  sewer,  resulting  in  temporary 
flooding  of  gardens.  Since  a new  intercepting  sewer  was  installed 
with  a storm  overflow  into  the  River  Esk,  there  has  been  no 
recurrence  of  flooding  in  this  area. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Lands  End  which  are 
# situated  within  the  Burgh  have  been  sludged  regularly  and  the 
■final  effluent  discharging  into  the  River  Esk  has  been  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  seventy-seven  tests  were  carried  out  on 
« drainage  and  plumbers  work  in  connection  with  new  and  existing 
"work. 

Scavenging. — An  improvement  on  the  system  of  refuse  and 
drade  collections  has  been  effected  by  the  replacement  of  the 
fflorse- drawn  cart  with  a cleansing  motor  vehicle.  Collections 
refuse  are  made  three  times  weekly  as  in  former  years. 

Although  there  has  been  no  economical  outlet  for  the  disposal 
r*  mixed  waste  paper  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  the  weekly 
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collection  of  waste  paper  has  been  continued  and  the  paper  burned 
in  an  incinerator,  which  considerably  reduces  the  paper  nuisance 
at  the  Tip. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  at  High  Mill  Tip  by  controlled  tipping. 
This  work  has  been  carried  out  carefully  with  satisfactory  results. 

Every  effort  has  been  made,  by  poisoning  and  gassing,  to 
keep  down  rats  and  vermin  to  within  reasonable  limits. 

The  work  of  street  cleansing  was  reorganised  during  the 
year.  All  streets  in  the  Burgh  are  swept  three  times  weekly 
with  the  exception  of  the  trunk  road  A7,  which  receives  daily 
attention. 

Housing. — Twenty-eight  houses  were  erected  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  occupied  for  the  first  time  in  1949,  as  follows  : — 
Wauchope  Place — Cruden  Type  ...  12 

Holmwood — Permanent  (Traditional)  ...  16 

These  houses  have  been  occupied  by  families  who  lived  in 
overcrowded  conditions,  condemned  houses  or  were  sub-tenants. 

Factories. — There  are  35  factories  in  the  Burgh.  Proprietors 
were  notified  to  rectify  defects  found  during  inspections. 

Common  Lodging-house. — There  are  no  Common  Lodging- 
houses  within  the  Burgh. 

Nuisances. — All  complaints  received  regarding  nuisances 
were  of  a minor  nature  and  no  action  other  than  verbal  intimation 
to  remedy  was  necessary. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  is  one  skin  works  in  the  Burgh 
and  these  premises  were  inspected  periodically.  There  were 
no  complaints  with  regard  to  effluvia. 

Burial  Grounds. — There  is  one  burial  ground  within  the 
Burgh  under  the  control  of  the  Local  Authority,  but  there  have 
been  no  interments.  All  burials  are  made  in  the  cemetery 
outwith  the  Burgh. 

Schools. — Langholm  Academy  is  the  only  school  in  the 
Burgh.  It  is  well  equipped  with  sanitary  conveniences  and  kept 
in  a cleanly  state. 
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BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  50 
(-4  males,  26  females),  of  which  5 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  29  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  43  (16  males, 
2/  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease  9 •’ 
Apoplexy,  13  ; Cancer,  6. 

One  child  died  during  the  first  year  of  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Six  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received  during 
the  \ ear.  Two  patients  suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever,  two  from 
non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  one  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
and  one  from  Infantile  Paralysis. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  by  Mr  Walker, 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  of  Lockerbie 

Water  Supply.— The  water  supply  is  from  a storage  reservoir 
of  15 J million  gallons  capacity  and  controlling  a catchment  area 
of  650  acres.  Slow  sand  filters  are  provided  with  a total  area  in 
two  units  of  2,400  square  feet.  After  filtration  the  water  is 
passed  into  twin  storage  tanks  which  have  a total  capacity  of 
240,000  gallons.  From  these  tanks  the  water  is  delivered  to 
the  distribution  mains  throughout  the  Town. 

During  the  long  dry  spell  which  prevailed  during  the  summer 
months  the  reservoir  only  fell  5 feet,  which  still  left  an  ample 
suppiy  to  carry  on  for  some  considerable  time. 

The  warm  weather  encourages  a heavy  growth  of  Canadian 
weed  which  was  thought  might  prove  troublesome,  and  steps 
were  taken  with  an  improvised  raking  apparatus  to  drag  the 
weed  to  the  side,  which  was  then  removed  from  the  water. 

The  filtering  area  of  2,400  square  feet  is  not  sufficient  to 
filter  all  the  water  that  is  consumed  in  the  Town  satisfactorily, 
and  negotiations  have  been  in  operation  for  some  considerable 
time  now  to  increase  the  filtering  area,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to 
know  that  consent  has  now  been  obtained  to  construct  a further 
two  filter  beds. 


80 


Drainage  and  Sewage  Purification.— The  drainage  and  sewage 
system  is  in  good  working  order  and  has  satisfactorily  fulfilled  it* 
function  without  giving  rise  to  any  nuisances  or  complaints. 
The  usual  routine  work  of  dragging  and  maintenance  has  been 
carried  out.  All  connections  to  mains  and  all  other  new  drainage 
works  were  inspected  and  tested  before  being  put  into  use. 

Disposal  Works. — The  disposal  works  for  the  sewage  from 
the  Town  is  situated  about  1 mile  outside  the  Burgh  boundary. 

All  the  tanks  were  desludged  during  the  year,  and  several 
repairs  carried  out  to  the  working  parts. 

Cleansing. — The  disposal  of  household  refuse  is  by  controlled 
tipping,  and  the  site  of  the  Coup  is  about  2 miles  from  the  Town. 
The  refuse  is  collected  by  a modern  petrol  driven  motor  vehicle. 

The  Coup  has  been  regularly  attended  to  and  kept  in  good 
order.  Large  quantities  of  soil  have  been  dug  out  for  covering 
prior  to  the  refuse  being  tipped. 

Nuisances.— Several  complaints  regarding  nuisances  were 
received  and  investigated,  most  of  which  were  of  a minor  nature, 
and  remedied  on  verbal  notice  being  given  to  the  party  responsible. 

Attention  is  drawn  once  again  to  the  smoke  nuisance  from 
the  Dairy  premises.  This  nuisance  has  existed  far  too  long 
and  should  not  be  tolerated  any  longer. 


Slaughter-house.— The  Slaughter-house,  which  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Town  Council,  continues  to  be  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  The  garbage  is  removed  regularly  bv 
motor  vehicle  and  sold  to  a farmer  for  manure.  A full-time 
superintendent  is  employed,  who  acts  as  detention  officer.  The 
inspection  of  meat  is  carried  out  by  the  County  \ etennarx 
Officer,  who  makes  regular  visits  to  the  Slaughter-house. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on 
within  the  Burgh. 


Factories  and  Workshops.— The  number  of  workshops,  now 
deemed  factories  under  the  Act,  situated  in  the  Town  is  42. 
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One  case  of  une'ean  sanitary  conveniences  was  dealt  with 
and  rectified. 

Common  Lodging-house. — The  common  lodging-house  has 
been  closed,  and  there  seems  no  necessity  for  one  in  this  area. 

Burial  Grounds. — There  is  one  burial  ground  situated  within 
the  Burgh  which  is  under  the  control  of  the  Local  Authority. 
Only  a very  few  old  residenters  have  rights  of  burial  as  it  is 
now  closed. 

Schools. — Lockerbie  Academy  is  the  only  school  situated 
within  the  Burgh.  It  is  of  modern  construction  and  weli- 
fitted  with  up-to-date  sanitary  fittings. 

Housing. — 12  Traditional  houses  are  under  construction, 
and  further  allocations  of  32  have  been  received. 


In  the  case  of  Lochmaben,  Moffat  and  Sanquhar  where  there 
is  no  resident  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  duties  are  carried  out  by 
members  of  the  County  Sanitary  Staff.  As  regards  these 
Burghs,  I wish  to  report  as  follows  : — 

BURGH  OF  LOCHMABEN. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  21 
(8  males,  13  females),  of  which  2 were  illegitimate. 

Fifteen  marriages  were  registered  during  the  year. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  17  (8  males,  9 
females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  4 ; 
Cancer,  4.  Two  children  died  during  the  first  year  of  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Only  one  case  of  infectious  disease  was  notified — a child 
who  suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

Housing. — Six  municipal  houses  were  completed  and 
occupied  for  the  first  time  in  1949. 
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Plans. — Ten  plans  were  submitted  during  the  year.  lie  port- 

on  these  were  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Local  Authority. 

These  plans  were  concerned  with  the  following  works  : — 

(a)  Alterations  and  improvements  to  Dwelling-houses  6 

(b)  Alterations  to  Business  Premises  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  Alterations  to  provide  Tea  Room  ...  ...  1 

(d)  Conversion  of  2 x 6 apt.  houses  to  4 x 4 apt.  houses  1 

(e)  New  drainage  system  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fourteen  visits  were  made  to  properties  in  connection  with 
proposed  improvements,  twelve  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  drainage  arrangements,  and  twenty-four  tests  of  drainage 
and  plumber  work  were  carried  out. 

Water  Supply. — Four  routine  samples  of  the  water  supply 
to  the  Burgh  were  collected  for  analysis  during  the  year.  On 
analysis  these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  long  dry 
summer  had  its  effect  on  the  supply  as  regards  adequacy.  Steps 
were  taken  to  conserve  supplies  and  reduce  wastage  to  a 
minimum. 

Unsound  Food. — It  was  not  found  necessary  to  condemn 
any  foodstuffs  at  retail  shops  during  the  year. 

Factories  Act. — There  are  13  factories  in  the  Burgh, 
comprising  8 non-mechanical,  4 mechanical  and  one  other. 
Two  inspections  of  factories  were  made  during  the  year  and  no 
complaints  were  received. 

Disinfections. — One  disinfection  was  carried  out  following 
a case  of  infectious  disease. 

Nuisances. — Two  complaints  of  rat  infestation  were  dealt 
with  during  the  year.  The  rat-proofing  of  one  of  the  premises 
so  infested  was  being  put  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year.  At 
the  other  property,  a dwelling-house,  the  infestation  was  not 
serious  and  was  abated  bv  the  occupier. 

One  complaint  as  to  the  condition  of  a dwelling-house  was 
investigated,  the  house  surveyed,  and  a report  furnished  to  the 
Council. 
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Disinfestation  was  carried  out  for  cockroaches  at  a property 
m the  Burgh.  Fairly  satisfactory  results  were  obtained  by  the 
occupier,  who  was  provided  with  disinfesting  agents  by  this 
Department. 

General.— Routine  visits  were  made  to  the  sewage  disposal 
works  and  to  the  refuse  dump.  No  nuisance  was  observed  at 
the  time  of  these  visits. 

The  collection  of  refuse  and  the  scavenging  of  the  streets 
is  carried  out  m a satisfactory  manner  and  the  Burgh  at  all 
times  presents  a clean  and  tidy  appearance. 


BURGH  OF  MOFFAT. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  29 
{13  males,  16  females),  of  which  3 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  11  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  41  (19  males, 
22  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  22  ; 
Apoplexy,  3. 

Three  children  died  during  the  first  year  of  life. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Seven  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received. 
Two  patients  suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever,  two  from  Pneumonia, 
two  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  one  from  non- Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 


Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Burgh. 

Housing. — Fifteen  new  houses  were  erected  by  the  Town 
Council  and  occupied  for  the  first  time  during  the  year.  They 
comprise  five  4-apartment  traditional  and  ten  4-apartment  Cruden 
type  non-traditional  houses. 

The  above  houses  were  allocated  to  : — 

(a)  11  families  living  in  unfit  houses  or  overcrowded  conditions. 

(b)  3 families  residing  with  parents  or  in  sub-let  rooms. 

(c)  1 key  worker. 
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In  regard  to  item  (a)  above,  one  of  the  houses  vacated  is  the 
subject  of  a Demolition  Order,  two  are  the  subject  of  undertakings 
by'  the  owners  that  they  will  not  be  reoccupied  as  separate 
dwellings,  and  eight  remain  as  sub-standard  houses  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  houses  in  the  Burgh  and  have  been  reoccupied  by 
single  persons  or  couples. 

A system  has  been  evolved  whereby  the  homes  of  all 
applicants  for  Council  houses  are  visited  and  reports  on  the  home 
conditions  submitted,  where  required,  to  assist  the  Council  in 
selecting  tenants  for  new  and  vacant  houses.  In  this  connection 
25  survey  reports  of  the  structural  and  sanitary  condition  of 
the  houses  were  prepared. 

Plans.— All  plans  of  new  buildings  and  alterations  to 
existing  buildings  are  examined  and  reports  on  same  prepared 
and  submitted  to  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court  for  the  Court's  guidance 
when  considering  the  proposals. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  work  shown  on 


the  plans  reported  on  during  the 

year 

No.  of 

Nature  of  Work. 

Plans. 

New  Factory  

... 

1 

Alterations  to  factory 

... 

1 

New  business  premises 

... 

3 

Alterations  to  business  premises 

• • • • • % 

2 

New  dwelling-house 

... 

1 

Alterations  to  dwelling-houses 

...  ... 

...  5 

Alterations  to  Town  Hall  and  new 

public 

conveniences 

1 

Conversion  of  dwelling-house  into  flats 

... 

1 

Private  garage 

... 

... 

1 

Total  ... 

• • • 



...  16 

During  the  year  61  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  plans 
and  with  work  in  progress  and  50  smoke  tests  and  examinations 
of  drainage  and  plumber  work  were  carried  out. 

Factories  Act. — There  was  formerly  no  industry  carried  on 
in  the  Burgh,  but  this  year  the  Town  Council  were  successful  in 
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attractmg  t°  the  town  a new  industry-textile  manufaeture- 
and  the  old  slaughter-house  buildings  have  been  converted  into 
a modern  factory  for  this  purpose  by  Moffat  Handloom  Weavers. 


Two  existing  factories  were 
conveniences  during  the  year. 


provided  with  sanitary 


Five  inspections  were  carried  out. 


Water  Supply.— The  Burgh  is  supplied  with  spring  water 
by  gravitation  from  a covered  collecting  tank  at  Granton 
Samples  were  procured  quarterly  and  the  results  of  the  analysis 
showed  the  water  to  be  of  good  quality. 

An  application  was  received  from  the  County  Council  for 
a connection  to  the  Burgh  mam  to  supply  Beattock,  and  in  order 
to  make  sure  that  the  supply  was  adequate  for  this  purpose  a 
survey  for  leakages  in  maims,  service  pipes  and  fittings  was  carried 
out  by  Edinburgh  Corporation  Water  Inspectors.  A total  of 

defects  were  located  and  these  were  duly  repaired  by  the 
respective  owners. 

Sewage  Disposal.— No  change  has  been  made  in  the  system  of 
•sewage  disposal.  The  works  functioned  satisfactorily,  and 
no  nuisance  was  created  during  the  year. 

Cleansing.— Household  refuse  is  collected  as  formerly  twice 
weekly  and  trade  refuse  daily  when  requested  by  the  traders, 
n addition  a weekly  collection  of  waste  paper  is  carried  out. 
Ihe  refuse  tip  is  situated  out  with  the  Burgh  and  a system  of 
controlled  tipping  is  adopted. 


Travelling  Shows.— The  Ladyknowe  Park  was  occupied 
tHree  times  during  the  year  by  travelling  shows.  The  show 
people  were  found  to  be  clean  and  tidy  in  their  habits,  and  no 
nuisance  was  created. 

Unsound  Food.— Foodstuffs  amounting  to  4 cwts.  4 stones 
lbs.  6£  ozs.  were  seized  from  retail  shops  in  the  Burgh  during 
e year  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Particulars 
° the  items  condemned  are  given  below  : 
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Tinned  Meat  ... 

...  19 

lbs. 

91 

ozs. 

Tinned  Fish  ... 

...  10 

lbs. 

o i 

ozs. 

Tinned  Soups  ... 

7 

lbs. 

0 

ozs. 

Tinned  Milk  ... 

...  34 

lbs. 

10 

ozs. 

Turned  Vegetables 

...  8 

lbs. 

121 

ozs. 

Tinned  Fruit  ... 

...  83 

lbs. 

8 

ozs. 

Tinned  Jams  and  Preserves 

...  55 

lbs. 

8 

ozs. 

Pickled  Vegetables  ... 

...  46 

lbs. 

14 

ozs. 

Bacon  and  Ham 

...  13 

lbs. 

0 

ozs. 

Butter  and  Fats 

...  1 

lb. 

0 

ozs. 

Cereals 

...  62 

lbs. 

0 

ozs. 

Pulses  ... 

...  172 

lbs. 

8 

ozs. 

BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  37 
(22  males,  15  females),  of  which  1 was  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  21  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  35  (18  males, 
17  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  17  ; 
Pneumonia,  4 ; Cancer,  3 ; Apoplexy,  3. 

Four  children  died  during  the  first  year  of  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Nine  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received.  Four 
patients  suffered  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  two  from 
pneumonia,  two  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  from  Erysipelas. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

Housing. — Fifty-five  new  houses  were  erected  and  occupied 
for  the  first  time  during  the  year,  consisting  of  17  traditional 
and  38  non-traditional  (Clyde-Myton). 

Plans. — Sixteen  plans  were  submitted  during  the  year  and 
reports  on  same  were  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Dean  of 
Guild  Court  of  the  Council  for  consideration. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  proposed  work 
shown  on  the  plans  : 
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No.  of 
Plans. 
5 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
I 
1 
1 
1 


Nature  of  Proposed  Works. 

(a)  Alterations  to  existing  dwelling-houses 

(b)  Extension  to  existing  factory  (Hosiery) 

(c)  Alterations  to  existing  factory  (Garage) 

(d)  New  Permanent  Houses  (non-traditional) 

(e)  Alterations  to  Ladies’  Convenience 

(f)  New  greenhouses 

(g)  New  private  garage  

(h)  Old  Age  Pensioners’  Recreation  Rooms 

(i)  Alterations  to  Fire  Station 

(j)  New  house  ... 

(k)  Alterations  to  business  premises  (Hotel) 

In  connection  with  the  aforementioned  plans  the  sanitary 
inspector  paid  59  visits. 

Drainage.— 303  inspections  and  tests  were  carried  out  to 
drainage  and  plumber  work  in  connection  with  new  housing  and 
alterations  to  existing  houses  and  business  premises  durino-  the 
year. 

Water  Supply.— Four  routine  samples  of  the  water  supply 
to  the  Burgh  were  procured  during  the  year  and  submitted  for 
analysis.  During  the  long  spell  of  dry  weather  in  the  summer 
months  the  water  in  the  reservoir  became  rather  low,  but  with 
studied  curtailment  of  the  supply  no  real  emergency  arose. 

Unsound  Food.  In  the  course  of  routine  inspection  or  on 
request,  quantities  of  foodstuff  were  examined  and  the  following 
■was  seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 

Tinned  Meat  5 lbs 


Tinned  Fruit 
Tinned  Soups 
Pickles 
Tinned  Fish 
Tinned  Jam 
Tinned  Vegetables 
Tinned  Milk 

Total 


ozs. 
ozs. 
ozs. 
ozs. 
ozs. 
ozs. 

2 lbs.  14  ozs. 
19  lbs.  5£  ozs. 


10  lbs. 

3 lbs. 

46  lbs.  14 
2 lbs.  0 
19  lbs.  0 


...109  lbs.  1£  ozs. 
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Factories  Act. — There  are  in  the  Burgh  14  mechanical  and 
4 non-mechanical  factories.  It  has  not  yet  been  found  possible 
to  make  routine  inspection  of  these  premises.  Following 
intimations  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  factories  and  a complaint 
by  the  occupier  of  one  factory,  notices  were  sent  to  the  proprietors 
or  occupiers,  as  appropriate.  The  defects  included  (1)  unsatis- 
factory standard  of  cleanliness,  (2)  unsatisfactory  lighting  of 
w.c.  apartment,  and  (3)  defective  roof.  Two  of  the  defects 
have  been  rectified. 

Scavenging. — All  refuse  is  now  collected  by  arrangement 
with  the  county  council  and  taken  to  the  county  council's  dump 
at  Kelloholm.  Thrice  weekly  collections  are  made  for  domestic- 
refuse  and  twice  monthly  for  garden  refuse.  The  arrangement 
is  working  verj^  satisfactorily  and  there  have  been  no  complaint-. 

General. — Fourteen  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
complaints.  The  complaints  were  investigated  and  consisted 
principally  of  structural  defects,  overcrowding  and  choked 
drams.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  statutory  action 
in  connection  with  any  of  the  complaints. 


